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HE Invention of Aeroſtatic Machines 
is of ſuch a Nature, as to have form- 
ed a new Era in the Hiſtory of Science. 
'The Utility of this Invention, yet in its In- 
fancy, remains to be exhibited by ſubſe- 


quent Improvements; and that Improve- 
ments will take Place, thgre can be little 
Reaſon to doubt. Who that firſt ſaw the 
firſt rude Invention of the Indian Canoe, or 
the Wicker Boat of the Northern Nations, 
could ever have gueſſed, by theſe rude Ori- 


ginals, the Excellence at which Navigation 
would arrive? Who could have expected 
h that 
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that After- ages would behold floating Caſ- 
tles continually covering the Deep, and Men 
truſting to them to brave the Fury of the 
Waves? But Man was created to render the 
Elements ſubſervient to his Uſe and Conve- 
nience. Earth, Water, and Fire, for Ages, 
owned his Sway; but it was reſerved to 
the Men of the preſent Times to add the 
Element of Air to their Empire, and ſoar 
ſublime in Fields of trackleſs ETRER. 
Doubtleſs when theſe Machines arrive at 
ſuch Perfection, as to be filled with leſs 
Expence of Time and Money, and to be 
ſteered at Will, they will be found aſſiſting 
in the Progreſs of the Sciences, as well as 
extremely uſeful in the Concerns of Life. 
By their Means Intelligence may be con- 
veyed to Cities befieged ; inacceſſible 


Mountains and trackleſs Waſtes may be 


exploted ; and, in ſhort, ſcarcely any Place 
on 


1 
on the Surface of the terraqueous Globe 
will be impervious to the AERONAUTS.--- 
That ſuch Improvements will be made, 
there appears to be little Cauſe to doubt, 
if we reaſon from Analogy. 

For my own Part, I have ever been an 
Admirer of the Aeroſtatic Science, and of 
every Thing that bears a Relation to it ; as 
I have always held the Opinion that, in its 
Progreſs, it might promiſe, not only Im- 
provement, but Entertainment. | 

I have conſequently attended all the Ex- 
peditions of Meſſieurs Lunardi, Blanchard, 
Sheldon, Jefferies, Sadler, &c. And it was 
on my Return from ſeeing M. Blanchard's 
Voyage acroſs the Channel, that Accident 
threw into my Way the following Sheets, 
with which J here preſent the Public. 

An old Gentleman with whom I fell into 
Company at Dover, and who rode with me 
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to London, converſing on what I had lately 
been Witneſs to, on my mentioning the 
Expectations of M. Pilatre de Roſier's paſ- 
ſing from Calais to Dover, aſſerted, that 
ſhould he do ſo, he would not be the firſt 
who made ſuch an aerial Voyage from the 
Gallic Coaſt. This Aſſertion led to farther 
Talk upon the Subject, in the Courſe of 
which he promiſed to ſhew me ſome curi- 
ous Papers, left him by a Gentleman, whoſe 
Affairs had called him over to Ireland. Ac- 
cordingly he ſhewed me theſe Volumes in 
MS. and as I found no Injunction to the 
contrary had been laid on him by the Do- 
nor, I prevailed on him to ſuffer me to 
publiſh them for the Inſtruction and Amuſe- 
ment of our Countrymen, as it was plain, 
by the Manner in which they were digeſted, 


that they were originally deſigned to be 


committed to the Preſs. As I heard ſoon 
after 


1 
after that the Author, though he had Rea- 
ſons for not publiſhing them himſelf, 
yet had no Objection to my Proceeding, I 
have endeavoured to give theſe Volumes to 
the World as correctly as poſhble. If they 
anſwer the End which it is conceived was 
propoſed by the Writer, whoſe Machinery 
is rather bo/d and nouvel in its Conſtruction, 
it will, in every Reſpect, fulfil the Expec- 


tations of 


The PunrLic's 


Moſt obedient Servant, 


THE EDITOR. 
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Come Account of the AUTHOR, his Country, 
and Connections. The Adventure by which 


he became acquainted with a Beautyj in the 
Mood. 


HEN a man undertakes to write 
his own adventures, or the adventures 


of others, which are neceſſarily connected 
with them, the curioſity of his readers gene- 
rally leads them to demand who he is, from 
whence he came, and many other ſuch queſ- 
tions; ſo, in order to be deemed good - 
* natured, I ſhall here anticipate them, 
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In the firſt place Iam to inform the reader, 
that I am of Trans-Atlantic birth. I firſt 
beheld the light--not in Utopia---but in 
North-America. My father, whoſe name 
was Chancy, was a good ſort of a man, but 
ſo much given to philoſophical reveries, 
that he often neglected the concerns of his 
family. My mother poſſeſſed many good 
qualities, was quite of another caſt, and 
quite domeſticated ; ſo that, though they 


were both good ſort of people, yet they 


ſeldom agreed in any thing; and the neigh- 
; bours were ill-natured enough to ſuppoſe, 
that when the latter died, the former was 
not in any danger of breaking his heart for 
the loſs of his help-mate. 

As IT was but young when this event 


happened, I came more immediately under 


'the tuition of my father. It was at a time 


when the mind is eaſily ſuſceptible of im- 
preſſions. 
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preſſions. He bred me up in his own way; 
he was my tutor in every ſenſe of the 
word. As I had before learned to read 
Engliſh, he taught me a little French and 


Latin; but, above all, was careful to in- 


- Aru me in his favourite principles of 


philoſophy. | 
Being an admirer of ancient learning, 


and in particular of that of the Arabians, 


his Study was furniſhed accordingly. He 


admitted me as a fellow ſtudent with him 


in the occult ſciences, at a time when he 
was far advanced in Alchemy. He had 
many projects almoſt ripe for execution, 
and, notwithſtanding the doctrine's being 
ſo generally exploded, was actually in 


hopes of diſcovering that grand n 


the Philoſo opher's Stone. 
But Time, which ſtands not ſtill for th 


maturing of any project, brought on the 


vO 
fatal 


166 3 
Fatal hour that called him from this mor- 
tal ſcene. Dying, he bequeathed me, to- 


gether with the little remainder of a for- 
tune principally ſpent in ſcheming, to the 
\ 


care of an old aunt, who had been ſome 


years a widow. She accordingly came, and 
took poſſeſſion of our premiſes. Some time 
after this, the troubles commenced between 
Great Britain and her Colonies. My father 
had been too deeply immerſed in philo- 
ſophy, to trouble his head much with poli- 
tics; but in his heart and opinion he was a 
Loyaliſt. My aunt, on the other hand, was 
a ſcorner of phileſophy, and a perfect female 
politician ; ſhe was befides an abetter of 
Congreſs: but ſhe was my father's own 
ſiſter, and he conſidered her, though not an 
amiable woman, as poſſeſſed of too much 


integrity to injure his offspring. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, ſhe was a woman of property, 
and had a daughter intitled to a conſidera- 
ble fortune when of age, to whom ſhe was 
guardian. It appeared, that my deceaſed 


parent had always entertained an idea of 


joining me in marriage with this couſin, as 


ſoon as our years, which were nearly equal, 
would admit. My aunt, as I found after- 
wards, had the ſame deſign: but nothing 
was farther from my thoughts. This young, 
female, whoſe name wag Priſcilla, was bred 


up, as might be expected, in her mother's 


| principles: her mind was uninformed, and 
j her perſon ordinary : ſhe was tall, ſlim, 
red haired, and flat-boſomed ;. had a fallow 
complexion, ſmall eyes, and an apparent 
frown continually on her brow : . ſhe. could 


not, therefore, be agreeable to a youth of my 

complection ; juſt turned of ſeventeen, and 

entertaining high ideas of female beauty. 
Indeed, 
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Indeed, had not I amuſed myſelf with 


thoughts of this kind, and ſome books of 


a romantic nature, with which my couſin 
kindly furniſhed me, I ſhould have been 
inconſolable for the loſs of my parent, and 
of thoſe ſtudies which my aunt would no 
longer permit me to follow. She even burned 
ſome of my father's apparatus, and many 
of his books, locking up the reſt, ſo that 
J had no hope of ever getting fight of them 
again. In other matters ſhe was more in- 
dulgent than could have been expected, 


from one of her un-amiable character. 


But before I entered my nineteenth year, 
I became acquainted with the true ſource 
of her behaviour. 

She had, for ſome time, taken every 
opportunity of leaving me and my couſin 
together; for which I did not think myſelf 
much obliged to her. I have already ſaid, 


this. 
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this young woman's mind was uninformed; 


conſequently, her diſcourſe was infipid to 
me, and I found no pleaſure in her conver» 
ſation, 

As I was returning from one of theſe 
irkſome tele a tetes one evening, I ſtrayed 
inſenfibly to a great diſtance from our habi- 
tation. The ſun ſunk, without my obſerving 
its decline; and at the commencement of 
the twilight, I found myſelf pretty far 
gone in a wood: I perceived, however, 
that there were ſeveral paths, which, I ſup- 
poſed, led to as many outlets ; in conſe- 
quence of which I ſaw little cauſe, even if 
I ſhould advance, to apprehend being be- 
wildered, 

Juſt as I was about to turn back, I heard 
a ruſtling among the leaves, in a thicket, 
and preſently afterwards perceived a female 
iſſue from thence, whom I ſurveyed with 

2 pleaſed 
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a pleaſed attention. She was employed in 
adjuſting the braids of her hair, which was 
of a ſhining amber colour. Her eyebrows 
were of the ſame hue. Her eyes were like 
two living ſapphires, of an heavenly azure. 


The roſe and lily vied in her lovely checks, 


Her teeth were ivory, and her lips re- 
ſembled coral. Her breaſts diſplayed a 


pure expanſe of animated ſnow, and her 
ſhape was turned by nature's fineſt hand „ in 
the exacteſt ſymmetry of proportion. She 
had been reading, and juſt then dropped 
the book on the ground; when I took the 
opportunity of running to pick 1t up, and 


preſented it to her with a trembling hand. 


- Meanwhile I drank large draughts of love 
from her bright eyes, which beamed with 


the mildeſt luſtre. Yet, alarmed, ſhe bluſh- 
ed, like Aurora rifing from Tithon's bed. 


She bluſhed, and would have fled from my 
| preſence z 


190 | 
preſence; but I adjured her to ſtay, in 
words ſo tender, that I prevailed, and in- 
ſenſibly entered into a converſation with. 
this Diana of the groves; ſor ſurely Diana, 
on the banks of the Eurotas, never appear- 
ed more chaſte, more lovely.---Reader, . 
theſe were the ſentiments of my youthful 
heart, glowing with a paſſion ſuddenly im- 
bibed, but which no time could ever eraſe. 


from my boſom. - 


[.was happy in converſing with my fair 
one, but no intreaties could, at that time, 
prevail on her to diſcloſe her name and 
character. I ſtaid with her till the riſing 
moon warned her to return home; but ſhe 
ordered me not to accompany her. She 
commanded, and I obeyed; with this 
conſolation, a promiſe to meet her again, 
on the ſame ſpot, two hours ſooner the 
next evening. Bios 
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| This intercourſe with my incognita had 
continued for about a week, when my aunt 


one day took me into her cloſet, and told 


me ſhe had ſomething of importance to com- 
municate, It was the deſign of my father 
and herſelf to match me with my couſin, 
which ſhe had to inform me of. Had I no 
other objections than thoſe which I have 
mentioned, to Priſcilla, - they would have » 
been ſufficient. After the ideas I had con- 


ccived of my unknown Beauty of the Wood, 
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ſuch as J have deſcribed her, what inſupe- 
rable reaſons had I for rejecting the offer! I 
Yet, young as I was, the peculiarity of my 

circumſtances ſuggeſted that it was neceſ- 
ſary, in ſome meaſure, to diſſemble. Love, 4 
in effect, taught me this degree of hypo- i 


| crily. I returned an equivocal anſwer, and 


mm aunt appeared to be ſatisfied with it.--- 


But, from this time forward, ſhe took 
-"M | more 
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more pains than ever to bring me into 
company with my coufin, and to introduce 
diſcourſes of love and matrimony, with ſuch 
alluſions to us as could not eafily be miſ- 
taken. My eyes being now opened, the 
effect was only that of my determining to 
uſe every means to avoid a match, which, 


to me, grew more and more deteſtable. 


In the mean time, I negle&ed not my 
appointments with the girl of my choice. In 
proportion as my aunt grew more preſſing 
with me to fulfil what the urged as my 
deceaſed father's will, I more ſtrongly ſoli- 
cited my Love to reveal herſelf to me. At 
length I. prevailed, in part: ſhe acknow- 
ledged ſhe was the daughter of a gentle- 
man 1n a neighbouring province, who was 
inſane, his intellects being materially hurt 
by a too intent application to philoſophical 
ſtudics; that ſhe was at preſent under the 

Care 


1 3 


care of a ſemale couſin, a middle- aged ſin- 
gle woman, who lived about a mile diſtant 
from the borders of the foreſt; ſhe added, 
that ſhe was treated with every indulgence, 
and while ſhe mourned the loſs of a parent, 
conceiving herſelf happy, felt not the real 


want of -his aſſiſtance. 


In my frame of mind, it was not won- 
derful that I ſhould now open my heart to 
her, who had poſſeſſion of it. For the firſt 
time, I brought my tongue to tell her, what, 
before, ſhe might well have read in my 
eyes, and: perceived in the tenour of my 
actions. In brief, I told her that I loved. 
A ſweet bluſh crimſoned over her lovely 
cheek. She ſhewed that ſhe was not uſed 


to diſſemble. She was the child of Simpli- 


city. Her filence ſufficiently told me that 
I was not diſagreeable to her. That very 
ſilence was muſic to my ſoul. She broke 


it 
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it only with a trembling: voice, to enquire 
zho was the maſter of her heart? I unfold- 
ed myſelf with the moſt unbounded confi- 
dence. © Alas! then ſaid ſhe (when ſhe 
« heard my recital) how can you addreſs 
ce theunhappy Lucia? Pre- engaged by thoſe 
& who have the diſpoſal of both, you and 
cc your couſin muſt be united, or both muſt 
© be unhappy.” I anſwered, by. expreſſing. 
my reſolution never to enter into the mar- 
riage ſtate with my kinſwoman. I reiterated 
vows of conſtancy to my Lucia ; and we 
parted, when ſhe would not any longer per- 
mit my ſtay. I returned home with a-heart 
ſomewhat lightened, and before I retired 
to reſt, I breathed out a ſolemn vow, that 
no conſideration ſhould ever induce me to 


prove falſe to my love. 

Not a day paſſed, but my couſin, belov- 
ed by her mother, made advances; not a 
1 day 
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day paſſed, but ſhe experienced flights from 


14 
| me. I could perceive that ſhe was irritated ; 
I could obſerve that my aunt was diffatisfied. 


I Young and warmed as I now was by my 


j paſſion, I wiſhed to bring matters to an 
| ecclairciſſement; that is to ſay, I began 
do repent my former diſſimulations, which 
. could only be a temporary expedient. I 4 
knew I had ſomething of my own, which 
a little more than two years muſt put me 
in poſſeſſion of. I knew juſtice was on my 


fide ; nor could I ſuppoſe that any pique or 


* 
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reſentment would ever raiſe a wiſh in my 
aunt's boſom, to forfeit her integrity. A 


' ſhort time determined how much reaſon 1 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL 


The Autaor's Embarraſſments increaſe. His 


Aunt changes her Battery. Lucy diſcontinues 
her Viſits. Melancholy Cataſtrophe. Expedi- 


tion againſt the Indians. He joins the Royal 


3 | f 

. Army, and at length Fnally quits America. 
1 

0 | 
W J Y Couſin having been one day of- 
5 fended with my indifference, pre- 


tended that I had treated her with rudeneſs, 


and withdrew in tears to her mother. 


About an hour afterwards, I was ſent for 
into my aunt's cloſet, where ſhe repeated 
what ſhe had before ſaid to me; and pe- 
remptorily demanded whether I meant to 
fruſtrate hers- and my father's intentions. 
Fortified as I was with my paſſion, I an- 
ſwered thus, I knew what was due to 
her; I reſpected my father's memory ; but 


conceived 


1 6 J 
conceived my choice in marriage ought to 
be free.” Being farther preſſed, I declared 


that choice would never fall upon her 


+ 


i daughter, to whom I wiſhed all-happineſs 


with ſome other lover. My aunt had not 
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| patience to hear any farther before ſhe ſlew 

| into a violent paſho.1, announcing me un- 

worthy of my late father's care and of her 
protection, and commanding me to accord 


myſelf. to her will, or dread the conſe— 
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quences, It was eaſy to perceive that re- 
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monſtrances with one of ſuch a temper 


would be vain; but confidering my ſex, 


— 


I had little idea of her authority over 


me. I was contented when for ſome weeks 


— 


— — 


I had a reſpite from her applications, and 

l from my couſin's diſagreeable company. 
In the mean time, matters having come 
to an extremity between Great Britain and 


her Colonies, we fell under the dominion 


of 
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of Congreſs, to whoſe government I had 
never ſcrupled to declare myſelf inimical. 
Dropping, for a while, the ſubjects of love 
and marriage, my kinſwoman uſed to en- 
tertain me with diſcourſes on politics. At 
firſt I was pleaſed with this change, as hop- 
ing that on better conſideration, ſhe had 
abandoned her defign of uniting me with 
my couſin, I was the more encouraged at 
this ſuppoſition, by reflecting that a love 
of political diſcuſſions was her reigning foi- 
ble; thus was I lulled into ſecurity. There 
was but one thing in the interim, that af. 
fected me, which was, that my viſits to 
my Lucia were ſuſpended; ſhe herſelf had 


ordered me to diſcontinue them for ten long 


days, and claimed my promiſe, to com- 
ply, reſerving to. herſelf the- privilege of 
keeping ſecret the reaſon, This tedious 


period, a ten years delay to me, at length 


being. 


1 

being clapſed, I flew on the wings of ex- 
pectancy to meet the miſtreſs of my heart. 
I ſought the beloved ſpot two hours before 
ſun-ſet; I ſtaid till the moon and ſtars rode 
high in the heavens; I carved her name on 
every tree; I endeavoured to beguile the 
time by ſweet reflection; but I returned 
diſappointed. 

In order to imbitter this affliction, when 
I came home, my aunt was ready to receive 
me, not with the cordiality of a relation, 
but with the reproaches of an enemy ; ſhe 
told me her daughter, who had long lan- 
guiſhed (as ſhe ſaid for my ſake) was ſo ill, 
that ſince my abſence ſhe had been obliged 
to retreat to her chamber, and was confined 
to her bed. She proceeded with her up- 
braidings, to which I anſwered only by the 


impoſſiblity of forcing love, and fimilar- - 


arguments, She then told me, ſhe had 
cauſe 


B 
cauſe to believe J had ſome other love, and 
added, “ a miſtreſs in the wood.” I was 
alarmed, but more incenſed, at theſe words; 
and could not forbear repeating that ſhe had 
no right over my inclinations ; and added, 
that ſhe poſſeſſed that which would doubt» 
leſs pay her for her care of me, in the bal» 
lance, when I came to receive my patrimony. 
Nothing could equal my aftoniſhment, 
when ſhe told me-that I was a vain fool, and 
had no patrimony but what depended on her 
pleaſure. She, however, ſoon cleared up 
all the doubts theſe expreſſions had raiſed, 
by reminding me of the political principles 
which I had avowed in the courſe of my 
converſation with her. I ſtood confounded 
when ſhe gave me undeniable proofs that 
Congreſs had veſted her with the abſolute 
diſpoſal of all that had appertained to my 
father; though ſhe held it in truſt for me; 


becauſe 
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becauſe I was ſul, pected of being an enemy 
to the liberties of America. 

«© Now, young man (continued ſhe) ir 
ce behoves you to reflect ſeriouſly how to 
« act. Remember, I am the miſtreſs of 
& your fortune, and you muſt be a beggar 
« if you refuſe ſubmiſſion to my diſpo- 
& a5" 

Grief and vexation almoſt choaking my 
utterance, I ſcarcely knew what I replied, 
but I flew angrily out of the preſence of this 
worthleſs relation, and retired to my cham- 
ber, without partaking of any food, in order 
to give vent to my paſſion. 

For ſome hours after I went to bed, I lay 
awake, the prey of anxious cares. Wearied 
nature at laſt weighed down my eye-lids, . 
and fleep put an end to theſe troubleſome 
cogitations. But Fancy now began to work 
in her ſecret cells, and by her operations 
Ne 
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produced the following ſingular viſion: 
----Methought I was wandering far from 
my native country, but in a delightful place, 
by the pale moon-light, ſighing for my 
Love; when happily I ſaw her making her 
way to me through a thicket of roſes ; we 
exchanged our vows of conſtancy and truth, 
and reſolved to part no more ; when ſud- 
denly a horrid monſter appeared, of ſqualid 
form, with rough mane, ſharp claws, and 
Jaws of enormous dimenſions. Inſtantly I 
ruſhed. between him and my Lucia, to pre- 
ſerve the trembling maiden from the im- 
pending ruin. But the monſter ſnatched 
me up in his jaws, and roſe into the air, 
when ſuddenly I thought a Power unſeen 
precipitated him to earth. At that inſtant 
I faw my Lucia mounting on feathered 
plumes into the aſmoſphere. She approach- 


ed me, and I likewiſe took wing, and we 


proceed- 
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proceeded, towering to the blue expanſe, 
until we arrived at thoſe happy ſeats, where 


mortals reſt for ever from their cares. 


Such was my dream; and the effect of it 
was ſo great, that I awaked in a diſpoſition 
which inclined me to hope every thing, 
though I knew not why. In the evening, 
I again repaired to the ſpot where I had 
been accuſtomed to meet my dear Lucia, 
The groves reſounded with her name, but 
no Lucia anſwered. I complained to the 
woods in vain, and ſtill unknowing of her 
reſidence, I returned, at laſt, in deſpair, 
Fatigue, alone, occafioned my ſleeping; 
but no ſooner had I cloſed my eyes, than 


the latter part of my laſt night's dream was 


repeated. Again I made a voyage through 
the air, and again I was bleffed in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of my Love in happier iſlands, and 
in climes unknows to mortals. 


This 


an AL 
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This repetition of the viſion worked 
ſtrongly upon my waking thoughts. Though 
it may be eſteemed weak by many to put 
any truſt in dreams; yet when it is re- 
membered in what ſort of philoſophy J 
was bred, it will not be wondered at that I 
ſhould poſſeſs ſuch a confidence. At the 
ſame time the nature of my dream was ſuch 


as might almoſt mock interpretation. 


The ſucceeding day, as I had learned 


the name and refidence of my charmer, I 


determined to muifle myſelf up, and go into 
the neighbourhood, to learn what I could 
concerning her; as I had reaſon to fear 
ſome accident might have happened, to 
hinder her from fulfilling her promiſe, 
Accordingly I put my defign in execution, 
and preſently explored the ſpot, according 
to the deſcription which my Lucy had 
given of it. But what was my ſurpriſe, to 

ſee 
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Tee that the plantation had been burned, 


the houſe was perfectly in ruins, and the 
place entirely deſerted. This ſeemed to 
ſpeak the viſit of ſome ſavage enemy. Nor 
was I deceived. Whilſt I was ruminating 
over this ſcene of devaſtation, I perceived 
an old man creeping out of a vault, who 
having ſurveyed me carefully at a diſtance, 
at laſt came up to me, when I made figns 
that I wiſhed to ſpeak with him. After 
ſome mutual enquiries, I learned from him 
that a party of Indians, who had been out 
plundering the back ſettlements, had pene- 
trated as far as this place, where before 
they had not been known to appear. This 


poor old man's cottage, which was hard by, 


they had deſtroyed, and from thence pro- 


ceeded to the habitation of my Lucy's 
couſin, which they had ruined and left de- 
ſolate; but whether they had murdered or 

| carried 
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carried off the poſſeſſors, or whether they 
were fled from their fury, I could not get 
any ſatisfactory intelligence. My informer, 
however, having obſerved that they took 
away a young woman with them; imagi- 
nation immediately ſuggeſted that this muſt 
be my miſtreſs. What horrors then ſtruck 
me! Ves (ſaid I) ſhe is fallen the victim, 
© perhaps, firſt of their brutal luſt, and then 
< of their ſavage cruelty. Rape and murder 
cc are familiar to them, and ſuch is the 
fate that hapleſs innocence muſt expect. 
« My Lucy! never ſhall I ſee thee more. 
« Yes! we ſhall meet; but it will be only 
in happy iſles, as my dream foretold, and 
ce there only. Here doubtleſs thy fate is 
& ſealed, and I have little to do in this 

ce world, after ſuch a loſs!“ No force Was | 


collected in theſe lone parts to purſue them. 


Yet, had I been informed which way the 
C Indians 
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Indians had taken, I believe I ſhould have 
followed, and requeſted them, if they 
would not reſtore my Love, to ſuffer me in 
life or death to follow her. But now all 
hope was vain. I ſtood ſpeechleſs for ſome 
time, and then fell back in an agony of 
paſſion. The old man was very affiduous 
in attending, to recover me. He tried to 
ſoothe me, but I was comfortleſs. How- 
ever, having given ſome hints of the cauſe 


of my grief, he at length prevailed on me 


to return from whence I came ; as he urged, 
it would be moſt likely the affair of the 
Indians would be made a provincial concern. 
I returned, to bear the perſecutions of my 
aunt, until I heard that the militia (as he 


had ſaid) was muſtered, to march in purſuit 


of the ſavages. I inſiſted on going with them 
as a volunteer. Many a weary day and 


night we marched, before we could get in- 
| telligence 
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telligence of the enemy, who were till on 


the borders. At length we traced them, 
merely by their devaſtations, and came up 
with a ſmall party, while their main body 
retreated before us. Our number far ex- 
ceeded theirs; yet they were obſtinate, and 
would engage us. 'They fought furiouſly, 
but were defeated in leſs than fifteen 
minutes, above three-fourths of them 
being flain.- However, we made but two 
priſoners, the few ſurvivors eſcaping to the 
woods. Our commander promiſed the cap- 
tives their lives and liberty, on condition 
of relating the event of their expedition, 
what plunder they had made, and what they 
had done with thoſe who had fallen into 
their hands. 


They told him frankly, that this expedi- 
tion was made in revenge for ſome cruelties 


committed by certain parties of the Congreſs 


army, 
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army, on their countrymen; and, in con- 


ſequence, they had put to death all their 


priſoners, men, women, and children, except 
three young men who had one night eſ- 
caped from them, under cover f the dark- 
neſs. I enquired eagerly concerning the 
women, and learned that an elderly female, 
and her relation, the deſcription of whom, 
and their place of reſidence, appeared to 
anſwer to that of my Lucy and her kinſ- 
woman. Theſe, they ſaid, were butchered, 
on the firſt day of their retreating from their 
expedition. This account ſerved ſuffici- 
ently to confirm my fears; and I returned 
with a heavy heart. My aunt received me 
with many congratulations; but to me they 
were all inſipid. I had reſolved never more 
to live und er her protection. I now thought 
fit finally to demand what I had to expect 


of her, relative to my patrimony, offering, 
at 
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at the ſame time to make a compromiſe for 


a ſum of money, not one third its worth, and 


never to ſee or trouble her again; but the 


propoſal was treated with ſcorn. At the 
ſame time, the Provincial officers were 
earneſt in their ſolicitations, that I ſhould 
enter regularly, to fight for the cauſe of 
America; but I obſtinately refuſed. 

At this time, Charleſtown was befieged and 
taken by the Britiſh forces under Sir Henry 
Clinton. Having conceived ſome idea 
of a military life, I reſolved to attempt 
making my way thither. By means of a diſ- 
guiſe, I happily ſucceeded; taking with me 
a part of what was.my own. TI was receiv- 
ed with open arms, by the Engliſh army, 
and gained the poſt of a ſubaltern officer 


of Provincials. I need not tell the many 


battles we fought, when the commander in 


chief left us. The gallantry of Lord Raw- 
| don, 
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don, the bravery of our forces: all this is 


too well known, for me to expatiate on the 


ſubject. I remained with the Britiſh army 
until the fatal expedition to Virginia; in 


conſequence of which Lord Cornwallis, with 
his faithful band, ſurrendered to the joint 
forces of the French and Americans. 


As I had been wounded at a previous 


battle, and was fick before the army marched 
to York-Town, I was left behind in Ca- 


rolina, where a widow, in her heart a 
Loyaliſt, rendered me many ſervices. This 
good lady had a daughter, named Maria, 


about fourteen, who conſtantly hung about 


me with a ſeeming childiſh fondneſs, but 
which, it was eaſy to foreſee, might ripen 
into love, were ſucceeding time and circum- 
ſtances, and my own diſpoſition. to prove 
favourable to it. But this was not to be : 


| My Lucy's image was too deeply engraven 


0 


— 
% , » , * ; 4 * " 
a . - OE PEE Sd — a 2 — 8 
5 2 2 . * PR * 4 - - e * . 
* 8 L C = * 4 hs LS N 5 * 5 2 b * 
* r r 2 2323 


1 
en my heart. Maria, however, was my 
conſtant attendant during the whole time 
of my illneſs. 

The firſt news I heard, on my recovery, 
was that of the ſurrender of Lord Corn- 
wallis; which determined the fate of Virgi- 
nia, and occaſioned the Congreſs generals 
to march their troops towards us. As I 
could have no ſhare in the capitulation, I 
had no inclination to truſt to the mercy of 
the Americans, who, as well as the country, 
becoming no longer objects of regard to 
me, I ſought for nothing more than an 
opportunity of quitting a place where I 
had experienced ſo many misfortunes. I 
therefore contrived a deſign of trying my 
fortune in the Weſt-Indies, having yet 
ſome Engliſh Bank notes about me, which 
I had concealed and preſerved through all 
my peregrinations, 


It 
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It was not long before I heard of a 
ſhip which was to fail thither, and went 
on board her as paſſenger ; bidding adieu 
to America, as I really hoped, for ever, 


1 
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The Conſequences of the Voyage. Acquaintance 
made with a Philoſopher. The Adventurer 
firſt conceives his Idea of Aerial Navigation. 


E ſet fail in high ſpirits, and with a 
favouring gale. The Captain, tho” 
profeſſedly at the ſervice of Congreſs, was 
vet one of thoſe candid and worthy perſons, 
who never ſuffer their prejudices to get the 
better of their humanity. He had been 
long acquainted with the widow, above- 
mentioned, and was by ſome given to her 
as a future huſband. On theſe accounts, I 
was not an unwelcome gueſt to him. 


As he was bound for Liſbon, I made no: 
doubt but, on my arrival there, I ſhould 
eaſily get a paſſage for England. Our 
voyage was begun under ſuch favourable 


C5 auſpices, 
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auſpices, that I did not doubt but my 
wiſhes would ſoon be fulfilled. Heaven, 
however, ordered it otherwiſe. We had not 
proceeded above half way on our voyage, 
when we were chaced by a large veſlel, 
which proved to be a pirate. Finding ſhe 
gained upon us, our Commander reſolved 
to engage. We lay to, to wait for her, and 
a ſharp conteſt enſued, in which the cap- 
tain and ſeveral of his officers and men be- 
ing killed, our ſhip ſurrendered, and the 
ſurvivors were made priſoners. 

We were then put on board their veſſel, 
our own being ſunk after the captors had 
taken all they thought proper out of her. 
When this was effected, they hauled the 
wind, and ſtood for the. African coaſt, in- 
tending, as we underſtood, to ſet us aſhore 
in their way, before they reached an iſland 
inhabited by frecbooters, like themſelves, 
of 


1 
© 
<< 
* 4 
% 
* 
* 
* 
19 
F 
. 1 
1 
| 
1. 
* 
— 
? * 
"A" 


1 


of various nations and deſcriptions. They 
made this place the ſtorehouſe of all their 


plunder, and here, the wind favouring 
them, the next day, they hoped ſoon to ar- 


rive. 

Our treaty in captivity was very indif- 
ferent. We had been plundered on 
board, and inſulted, and we had nothing in 
view, wherever we were landed, but to be 
left to periſh in ſome deſolate place. We 
were convinced, by the behaviour of thoſe 
wretches, that remonſtrances would be 
vain; we could therefore only ſubmit to 


our fate with reſignation. 


But before the pirates (whoſe captain 
was an American) had reached the place 
where they intended to ſet us on ſhore, 
they fell in with a French frigate of war. 
Miſtaking her for a large merchantman, 
they bore down upon her; nor did they 

find 
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find their error till it was too late. Indeed, 
the Captain expreſſed his ſurprize at meet- 
ing with any ſhipping in his track; yet, 
ſince it had ſo happened, he declared his 
intention of fighting it out to the laſt. Ac- 
cordingly he prepared for engagement, be- 
ing then in fight of an unknown ſhore, and 
in a ſwelling ſea. 

We had exchanged but a few ſhot, be- 
fore our ſhip received two, between wind 


2nd water. Heeling to a broadſide given 


by the-enemy, from whom ſhe had already 


received much other damage, ſhe filled 
apace. The flag was then haſtily ſtruck, 
and boats were heaved out from both veſſels. 


Thoſe from the frigate meant to take poſ- 


_ ſeſſion, while ours were intended to fave 


ſuch as they thought proper, and were able 


to quit the finking ſhip. I was among the 


latter, and our pinnace rowed towards the 
conquerors 
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conqueror, none being left on board the 
pirate but ſuch as deſperately reſolved to 
die by water, rather than hazard ſuffering. 
by the hands of the executioner. But, as 
there is no depending on the unſtable ele- 
ment, a violent ſquall arifing, and a ſea 
breaking over us, our boat overſet, and, as 
I ſuppoſe, all the crew, but myſelf, were 
drowned. Fortunately I clung to an oar, 


but was ſoon carried by the tide far off 


from both the finking and the conquering 
ſhip. I ſoon perceived that the current ſet 
in towards the land, which now I plainly 

deſcried ; though I found myſelf fo faint, | 
that I deſpaired of reaching it alive. How- 
ever, the tide drifting faſt, I was waſhed on 
ſhore, and was left for ſome time ſenſeleſs 
on the beach. When I came to myſelf, I 
perceived an old man at my fide, who had 


been chating my temples, and uſing his beſt 


endeas 
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endeavours to recover me. To my great 
Joy, he ſpoke to me in Engliſh, inviting me 
to follow him to his habitation. I accepted | | 


oct Ft — 2 


his invitation, and was conducted about a 
mile up the country, to a flouriſhing plan- 
tation, pleaſantly ſituate, under the cover of 


ſurrounding woods. Here I faw a negro 


youth at work, who, as he informed me, 
was his only domeſtic and companion. At 
the upper end was a houſe, neatly enough 
conſtructed, though, on approaching it, I 
found it was made only of canes, plaiſtered 


over with a white clay, common in the 
country, and thatched with leaves. It con- | | 


tained, however, four convenient rooms, a 


ſort of parlour, a kitchen, in which was ya- 
þ riety of proviſion, and two bedchambers, f 
| one of which contained a variety of philo- 
\ ſophical, apparatus, that excited my curio- 
ſity. 


Having 
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Having ſet before me the fleſh of ſome 
delicate game, well dreſſed, together with 
variety of agreeable fruits, perceiving my 
curiofity to know more of my hoſt, he gave 
me the outlines of his hiſtory. 

He ſaid he was the younger ſon of a cler- 
gyman of the name of Sagely. He was in- 
tended by his father for the mercantile line; 
but being of a wild diſpoſition, had eloped 
from the ſervice of a wholefale dealer, with 
whom he was placed, and taking a total 
diſlike to trade, had reſolved to ſeek his 
fortune on the wide- extended ocean. In 
the mean time, his brother was bred up at 
Oxford, as he was deſigned for the ſtudy of 
phyſic. But being ſucceſsful in taking 
many prizes, and coming to England only 


twice in the courſe of ſeven years, he made 


but ſlight enquiries after his family, He 
found, the firſt time, that they had quitted 
that 
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that part of the country. The next time, 


he was informed that they were gone over 


to Ireland. Not much impreſſed with na- 


tural affection to a father who was ſevere, 
and a brother but too diſdainful; content 
with what he had, and expecting to inherit 
little or nothing at his parent's death, he 
was no farther inquiſitive. Seven years 
rolled on, during which ſpace he followed 


his ſea occupation, and was by degrees pro- 


moted. He was lieutenant of a frigate in 


the royal navy, at the commencement of 


the war between Great Britain and her 


Colonies, and was preſent in many ſharp 


actions. 

Unhappily for him, it happened, when 
on the American ſtation, in company with 
a ſmall ſquadron, that his veſſel was one 
evening ordered to chace a fail to leeward. 
She was an American, Gaining faſt upon 

her 
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her, and having carried away her main-top 
maſt, by a chain-ſhot, ſhe lay to, in order 
to receive the Engliſh, who engaged 
and boarded them, when young Sagely, 
coming on the enemy's deck, was oppoſed 
by an American officer, whom, after a 
ſhort, but ſharp conteſt, he laid wounded at 
his feet. At this inſtant, notwithſtanding 
the confuſion, he heard diſtinctly the name 
of the officer called by one of his friends, 
which, he was ſurpriſed to find, was the 
ſame as his own. Looking on his features, 
he thought he recollected them; and, after 
the ſhip ſurrendered, was convinced it was 
his own brother, who died of his wounds. 
From Ireland the family had gone to ſettle 
in America, where the old gentleman died, 
and this, his ſon, accepted a commiſſion 
from Congreſs, in the ſea ſervice. This. 
fatal event wrought ſo much on Sagely's. 

mind, 


„ 


mind, that he reſolved to leave the navy, 
and, when he came home, he put his reſo- 
lution in practice. 

From that period, he gave himſelf en- 
tirely up to philoſophical ſtudies, in which 
he had made great improvements; when a 
friend of his, who was immerſed in the ſame 


ſtudies, preparing, after the peace, to go 


to one of the Weſt-India iflands, propoſed 
to take Sagely with him, who was become 
diſguſted with a ſocial life, and was pro- 
miſed that he ſhould. there enjoy all. the 
ſweets of retirement. After ſome delibera- 
tion,. he accepted. their propoſal, and they 
were on their way. thither, when the veſſel, 
in which they were embarked, was caſt 
away, near this iſland, and all the crew, 
except the philoſopher, who was witneſs ta 
his friend's fall, were ſwallowed up * the 
mercileſs waves. 


as 
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As the ſhip was wrecked near the ſhore, 


Sagely finding the iſland to be an eligible 
ſituation, fram time to: time brought off all 
that he could fave from her remains; pra- 
viſions, arms, and materials for workman- 
ſhip, and many of his valuable books being 
among them. He ſoon contrived, by means 
of theſe, and the natural fertility of the 
-place, to. make life comfortable, and to. put 
himſelf into the fituation wherein I found 
him. Retirement being his choice, he had 
here: enjoyed it for near two years in unin- 
terrupted ſolitude ; and, during that period, 
ſtill continued to improve in philoſophy, 
poſſeſſing the means of working ſome curious 
experiments, while the woods, lawns, and 
hills, ſupplied him with game, ſheep, and 
goats, and the ſhore with fiſh in abundance. 
Nothing could be more agreeable ta me, 


in my fituation, than ſuch a compariſon. 


He 
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He put me in remembrance of my father. 
I was continually calling to mind the days 
of my earlieſt youth, whilſt I was renew- 
ing thoſe ſtudies, which had then engroſſed 
my attention. 

Far removed from the haunts of men, we 
thus paſſed our time, no otherwiſe diſagree- 
ably to me, than as the object of my paſ- 
fion was abſent, which often cauſed invo- 


Juntary fighs to burſt from my boſom. At 


length I was induced to open myſelf to my 
companion, though I could not, at that time, 


.conceive- the probability of any advantage 


arifing from it, confiding a love tale to a 
Philoſopher. But events determined other- 
wiſe. | 

Amongſt other philoſophicalexperiments,. 
that of the Air-Balloon, which originated in 


France, but was known in America, had not 


eſcaped my notice :. when I informed him- 
of 
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of it, he became particularly attentive to 
this invention, which he ventured to pre- 
dict would, one day, be of the utmoſt uti- 
lity. He had often expreſſed his inelina- 
tion to make one of theſe Aeroſtatic Globes; 
but in our place of reſidence it did not ſeem 
very eaſy to find the proper materials. For 
this cogent reaſon, the defign was, for a 
long time, laid aſide by my companion; 
but, for my part, I was continually revolv- 
ing it in my mind, and conſidering on 
means for putting the ſcheme I had formed 
into execution, We had, indeed, neither 
filk, cloth, nor paper ; but 1 remembered 
that we had a beaſt ſomewhat reſembling a 
goat, whofe ſkin was remarkably thin, of 
which I conceived it might be very poſſi - 


ble to conſtruct a balloon; and we had a 


tree, the filaments of whoſe leaves, having 
uſually ſerved us for thread, might be adapted 
5 | for 
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for ſewing the ſeams of it. To procure in- 


flammable air, was not poſſible; but I 
planned the method of working ſome of our 
iron into a ſtove, which, being fed with 
proper fuel, would promote our aſſent to 


the æthereal regions; and thus, without 


waiting for the chance of ſhipping, to carry 
us off from this deſert ifland. 
Having communicated my ideas to Sage- 
ly, I was pleaſed to find that, after I had re- 
moved ſome trifling objections, he accorded 
in my opinion; and we in earneſt ſet about 
the completion of our defign. 


We killed ſome of the beaſts above - men- 


tioned, and diſpoſed of the ſkins; dried them 


in the ſun, and otherwiſe prepared them for 
the intended purpoſe. I was pleaſed when 
I found that they became, at leaſt, almoſt as 
thin as gold-beater's ſkin, which was a cir- 


eumſtance very favourable to my plan. So 


I made 


. 


I made a gallery of wicker work, as well as 


I was able; and now having completed my 
ſtores, taking ſach proviſions as I could 
muſter, I put every thing in order, and in- 
vited my companion, as I was convinced 
the machine would bear two, to aſcend 
with me. But though at firſt he had 
ſhewn a ſtrong diſpoſition to accompany 
me, yet either fear, or an inſuperable 
liking to the place on which he had ſpent 
ſo many years, led him to decline it. 
Thus I was left to make my aerial voyage 
by myſelf, and was perſuaded by my com- 
panion to ſupply with additional ſtock of 
proviſion the place which he ſhould have 
occupied in the vehicle. My deſign was 
firſt to paſs over to the neareſt land, where 
I intended defcending ſo low, as to examine 
what ſort of inhabitants it contained, and 
how far it might be fayourable to my pur- 

poſe. 


by 
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poſe. If it was ſuch as afforded me the 


means of reaching England, whither I 
was defirous to repair, I meant to ſtop 
there ; if it proved. otherwiſe, to mount 
again, and purſue my journey as long as 
my provifions laſted. 

Sagely wiſhed me a good journey, and 


took a moſt cordial leave of me. I kindled 


my fire, and riſing from an open place, I 
preſently mounted to ſuch a height as aſto- 
niſhed me. The earth diminiſhed beneath 
me, and feemed to roll backwards as I 
glided along. Then penetrating the clouds, 
which ſeemed like a miſt, whilſt I was in» 
volved in them, I afterwards beheld them 
ſpread like a thick curtain beneath my feet. 
Having travelled thus for the ſpace of 
about two hours, I reſolved to lower my- 
ſelf gently, ſuffering the fire to die away by 


degrees. Thus I deſcended, till my Globe 


Was 


C3 


was once again in view, and on gently ap- 
proaching it, I came down in a wide lawn, 
bordered by trees on all fides. Many of 
them were loaded with fruit, the fragrant 
ſmell of which invited me to taſte. I did 
ſo, and fared moſt deliciouſly, Then, ta- 
king my fuſil with me, after ſheltering my 
Balloon among the trees, I proceeded to 


explore the country. 
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CHAP. TV. 


The Author's Adventure on the African Conti- 
nent. Deſcription of the Land, His Uſage 
there. Hiſtory of a voluntary Exile. 


T a little diſtance, I diſcovered the ap- 
4 pearance of a town, towards which I 
directed my courſe. I preſently reached it, 


and found it well inhabited. The natives, 


as I might have expected, were African 


blacks. They did not ſeem in the leaſt ſur- 
priſed at the fight of a white man; yet by 
ſuch anſwers as they made to my figns, I 
could not underſtand that there was any 
European ſettlement in that part of the 
country. 


It ſeemed that they were governed by a 


King, to whom I was introduced. He ſur- 
veyed me with attention, and committing 
me 


RMS: 
me to the charge of two of his attendants, 
they conveyed me to a houſe, conſiſting of 
two rooms, thatched with Palmetto leaves, 
whither they preſently brought me ſome 
rice and fowls, ready dreſſed, the latter of 
which were of an excellent flavour, 

There were two ſeats and a couch ſpread 
over with leaves for my repoſe, to which I 
retired as ſoon as twilight cloſed, and flept 
ſoundly till the next morning. 

The ſun had juſt riſen, when the two per- 
ſons who had ſhown me to my lodgings, 
came and rouſed me; then going to the 
door they made figns to me to follow them. 
I did fo, and having proceeded about three 
mules from the town, they pointed to a 
neat, ſmall wooden houſe, of one ſtory, con- 
ſtructed in the European ſtyle, giving me ta 
underſtand that I ſhould be welcome there, 
and then departed, 


On 


5 


On my entrance, I was received by a 


young man of an agreeable addreſs, and 


cloathed in garments which, though they 


bore the marks of age, appeared to have 
been choſen with the elegance of taſte. He 
immediately accoſted me in Engliſh, aſking 
me what accident had brought me thither. 
Having anſwered his enquiry as briefly as I 
could, I began, in my turn, to be inquiſi- 
tive. He did not appear at all backward in 
gratifying my curioſity, which he ſatiated, 
by giving the following account of his ad- 


VENTUTrCes : 


J am (laid he) the ſon of a gentleman 


of great fortune, in the North of England. 


From him and others of my relations, I had 


great expectations, in my early youth: but 
I diſobliged them all, by marrying a young 


woman of beauty and merit, the daughter 


of a Barbadoes merchant, who, being nearly 
ruined 
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ruined by the double misfortunes of hurri- 

canes, which deſtroyed all his property, in 
the Weſt-Indies, and the loſs of a ſhip, 
richly freighted, which foundered, home- 
ward bound, had but a very trifle to give 
her. My father-in-law died ſoon after our 
union; and my own parent would never 
afterwards ſee me. I ſent-my wife with a 
lovely child, that indulgent Heaven had- 
bleſſed us with, in order to endeavour to 
ſoften his heart. His ſervant having admit- 
ted them, he rudely and cruelly turned 


them out of doors, telling theſe helpleſs 


ones, that we might all go and ſtarve toge- 
ther. This, indeed, was near being the 
eaſe ; for the little which my wife's father 
had left me being gone, our family began 
to be greatly diſtreſſed. We were ſaid and 
thought to have many friends; but alas ! 
the Micted find few or none. In proportion 


as 


34 J 

as our poverty increaſed, the decreaſe of our 
acquaintance was viſible. They ſhunned 
our dwelling as they would ſhun a peſt- 
houſe. We were left to conſole, or to con- 
dole with each other, as it might fall out, 
and to entertain ourſelves as we could, it 
being indifferent to them. : 

« While we were thus ſituated, a diſtant 
relation of my wife's having found us, in a 
mean habitation, to which we had retired on 
a ſaving plan, accommodated us generouſly 
with a ſmall ſum of money. This only 
real friend we had, perſuaded us to go to 
the capital, where he refided, and there pro- 
miſed to uſe his intereſt to get me ſome 
ſuitable place, and alſo to put my wife into 
a little way of buſineſs. I took his advice; 
and we came up to London, where he im- 
mediately ſet about fulfilling his promiſe. 
He procured me an under clerkſhip to a 

perſon 


L 


perſon in a public office, which brought me 
in ſixty pounds per annum, and furniſhed 
my wife with the means of ſetting up in the 
millenery and haberdaſhery bufineſs. 

“ The office where, for fifty pounds per 
annum, I executed almoſt all the duty of the 
principal, who received five hundred pounds 
beſides perquiſites, was reſorted to by many 
perſons of rank and conſequence. Amongſt 
others, who wanted their buſineſs officially 
expedited, Sir Harry P-----, a young Baro- 
net who uſed frequently to come thither, 
often held me in converſation, and expreſſed 
his admiration of my good ſenſe and abilities. 
It happened one day that my wife had occa- 
ſion to call at the office. He diſcourſed with 
her, complimented me on my choice, and 
took particular notice of my boy, then 
about ſive years of age, whom ſhe had 
brought with her, and ſlipped a piece of 


gold 
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gold into his hand, which, he had reaſon to 


think, might be acceptable. 

Having made ſome diſtant enquiries 
into my circumſtances, which he found, by 
my anſwers, were very confined, he pro- 
feſſed his inclination, and I had no reaſon 
to doubt of his ability to ſerve me. He 


took my addreſs, and ſome time after came 


to my houſe, and told me, he had hopes, 


by means of a friend's intereſt, to get me 


promotion in the line that I had choſen. TI. 


have reſolved to ſerve you, Mr. Parham, 
ſaid he; Lord Sparkle is my particular 
friend, he has promiſed he will make your 


intereſt his own, and, it 1s likely not a 


month will elapſe, before ſomething is done 


for your advantage. I returned him my 
hearty thanks, and J put full confidence in 
his promiſes. He invited himſelf to my 


houſe, and he was always welcome, as beſides 


the 
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the gratitude I thought I owed him, his 
tenderneſs to my Billy, made him agreeable 
to me and my wife, and his converſation 
was always entertaining : nor can I truly 
ſay, that our vanity was not, in ſome mea- 
ſure, flattered by Sir Harry's carriage fo 
often appearing at our door, which, we 
thought, attracted the notice of our neigh- 
bours. 

6 Three months, however, had elapſed, 
fince the Baron had made me his promile, 
of which I choſe not to remind him, for 
fear of giving offence. To confeſs my 
weakneſs, I muſt ſay, that the expectations 
he had raiſed in me cauſed me to increaſe 
my expences. Even in this little time, 
having far exceeded my income, I became 


ſomewhat diſtreſfed for money. But this 


embarraſſment was removed, by Sir Harry's 
aſking me one day to take a walk with him, 
D 5 when 
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when he put a fifty pounds Bank note into 
my hand, ſaying, My worthy friend, I have 
not forgot my promiſe; but great people are 
ſometimes ſlow in their motions. I think 
that is the caſe, at preſent, with regard to 
Lord Sparkle, but your buſineſs will be 
done. You ſhall ſce his Lordſhip; in the 
mean while, as you may want currant caſh, 
lend you this ſum, for I muſt not ſay I give 
it you, for fear I ſhould offend your de- 
licacy. 

« There appeared ſomething ſo diſinte- 
reſted in this proceeding as gave mean high 
idea of him, When he called next, my 
wife was alone, and it was the firſt time he 
had viſited our houſe in my abſence. Pene- 


trated with the ſenſe of the obligation, ſhe 


conceived he had conferred on us, ſhe re- 


ceived him with emotions of gratitude, and 
failed not to beſtow praiſes on him, which 


he 
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he ſaid (and as it afterwards appeared, ot 
truly he did not deſerve. 

From this time, his vifits, at my houſe, 
were more frequent than ever. He now 
called frequently, when he knew I was at 


rhe office, ſaid many handſome things to my 


wife, and made preſents of trinkets of ſome * 


value, to the child; whilſt I, little ſuſpect- 
ing any evil deſign, was always happy to 
hear from my wife, that Sir Harry, who 
frequently brought with him a young 
woman, whom he called his relation, had 
been entertaining her. This female, by his 
means, made an acquaintance with Mrs. 
Parham, and, at length, took our firſt floor, 
for which ſhe paid punctually and hand- 
ſomely. She was conſtantly in converſation 
with my wife who, however, could not help 
obſerving, from what ſometimes paſſed be- 


tween 
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tween them, That women of FASHION Were 
rather free in their principles. 
« While theſe things were paſſing, my 


father died. He had ſtruck me out of his | 


will; ſo that I had no hopes, but thoſe which 
ccntred in the Baronet, who, by this time, 
had introduced me to Lord Sparkle. That 
Nobleman told me he had ſet me down on 
his lift, and, if I could wait with patience, 
he was certain it would be in his power to 
procure me a place of two hundred pounds 
per annum, under government, Sir Harry 
had accommodated me with a farther ſum 
of one hundred pounds, and all things 
appeared to me in a train to make my fortune. 

zut whilſt I was in the midſt of this exulta- 
tion, I was not a little ſupriſed to find my 


dear Charlotte on a ſudden growing melan- 


choly, whilſt, at times, her boſom heaved, 


as if labouring with ſome ſecret, which ſhe 
dreaded 
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dreaded to diſcover. With all the tender- 


nefs of conjugal fondneſs, I adjured her to 
tell me if any thing diſturbed her peace. 
Alas ! cried ſhe, why ſhould I tell you what 
muſt make you unhappy : yet how can I 
conceal what ſo nearly affects you > Preſling 
her farther, ſhe at laſt thus addreſſed me: 


Prepare to hear what will ſurpriſe you ; Sir 


Harry is a villain How exclaimed J, what, 
my beſt friend !--Yes, continued ſhe, the man 
whom you eſteemed ſo, is a villain ; he has 
made the moſt infamous propoſals ; nay he 
took ſuch liberties, as ſhewed he was in 
earneſt. Proceeding in her relation, ſhe in- 
formed me that a few days before, while in 
the warmth of her heart, ſhe was expreſſing 
the ſenſe ſhe had of his favours, Sir Harry, 
after changing colour two or three times, 
preſſed her hand tenderly, a matter ſhe did 
not think proper to notice. Then, looking 

full 
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1 
full in her face, he obſerved there was only 
one way, but that an eafy one, in which ſhe 
could ever repay him. After ſome circum- 
locution, he ſolicited her to yield to his 
embraces, and afterwards to become his 
miſtreſs, promiſing to keep her in ſplen- 
dour ; and obſerved, that he doubted not” 
but he could even bring me to agree to 
terms, if ſhe would but conſent. She an- 
ſwered him with diſdain; adding, that ſhe 
ſhould deſpiſe me, if ſhe could perſuade her- 
ſelf I would, on any terms, liſten to ſuch 
infamous ſuggeſtions. The ſervant was 
then abroad, and nobody in the houſe but 
his kinſwoman. Preſuming on this circum- 


ſtance, the 1gnoble Baronet proceeded to 


take indecent liberties, which occaſioned 


Charlotte to ſcream ; but her wirtuons 


lodger would not hear her, and had not the 


maid returned, ſhe knew not how far he 
might 


( 63 ] 


might have carried his unbecoming au- 


dacity. 

ce The account of ſuch unworthy behavi- 
our ſhocked me. I was perplexed moſt cru- 
elty. On the one hand, I knew well I had none 
but Sir Harry to depend on ; whilſt, on the 
other, even ſhould I paſs by his infamous 
behaviour, it was plain there was no truſt- 
ing to a man, who, from firſt to laſt, could 
have nothing in view, but the defign of 
making me purchaſe his favours at the price 
of my wife's proſtitution. 

«© I would have gone inſtantly to call this 


man to an account for his bad conduct, but 


my Charlotte prevented me, fearing, if I 
ſhould meet him in the heat of paſſion, 
ſomething fatal might be the conſequence. 

It was requiſite, however, as I valued 


my character, that, unleſs I choſe to diſ- 


ſemble my knowledge of this inſult, Sir 
| Harry 
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Harry ſhould never be my gueſt again. 
I choſe not to diſſemble; I wrote him a 
letter, couched in very ſevere terms, in 
which J gave him to underſtand, that cer- 
tain obligations: to him alone prevented me 
from reſenting his behaviour in a manner 
that might be moſt diſagreeable to him; 
but ſince this was the caſe, I muſt only tell 
him he had acted infamoufly, and that J 
deſired him never to ſee me or mine again. 
Inſtead of an anſwer full of anger, he wrote 
me a moſt ſubmiſſive letter, in which he 
affected to intimate that things had been 


wrong ſtated, or he had been miſunderſtood, 


and requeſted to ſee me, in order to clear 


up all between us. I reſolved to treat his 


letter with contempt, as an inſult on my 


underſtanding ; but about an hour after the 
receipt of it, the writer threw himſelf in 
my way, and inſiſted on a friendly parley. 

We 


1 
We adjourned to a neighbouring tavern, 
where, inſtead of endeavouring to refute 


the charge againſt him, he offered me 


terms, on condition of ſurrendering my 


] wife to him, and accompanied them with 
what he thought an irrefiſtable argument to 
a perſon in my ſituation---he produced Bank * | 


notes to the value of a thouſand pounds; 
I told the unworthy Baronet, this was but 


adding inſult to injury, and that, poor as I 


was, I never would deign to think of ſelling 


my wife's virtue for any ſum. I added, 


that my reſentment of his former treatment 


was heightened by ſcorn of his late beha- 


viour, and briefly defired him to avoid my | 


preſence. He complied ; telling me with a 


malicious ſmile, that he would not ſee me 


again, till I ſhould have occaſion to ſend for 


"him, which he was perſuaded would very 
ſhortly be the caſe. 
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ce [little regarded what he ſaid. The Lady 
whom he had recommended, and whoſe re- 
lation to him as well as her character I by 
this time ſtrongly ſuſpected, had been 
warned to quit my houſe. On my return 
from this unexpected meeting, I was greatly 
fatisfied to find that ſhe was gone. I little 
thought any farther harm awaited' me, ſup- 
poſing myſelf (deſerted as I was) to be 
fairly rid of the Baronet and his connec» 
tions, 

* But the next morning I received a let - 
ter from an Attorney, demanding my imme» 
diate payment of one hundred and fifty 
pounds, due to Sir Harry P. As I 
could not comply with this demand, it was 
followed by an arreſt, and I was taken at 
the door of the office, doubtleſs in order to 


aggravate the injury. When my Charlotte 
heard of it, ſhe was diſtracted. I had juſt re- 


fuſed 


P 
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fuſed to go to a ſpunging-houſe, eafily 


gueſſing the little likelihood there was of 


making up the matter. She came to me 


in the priſon, whither I was carried. She 


wept over me, and while ſhe vowed that 
eternal conſtancy which I was ſufficiently 
aſſured of, ſhe alſo promiſed to uſe ſuch 
endeavours as might be moſt effectual to- 


wards obtaining my releaſe. 


«© With this view my dear Charlotte went 
to her relation, whom we had but too much 


ſlighted while we were buoyed up by the 


idea of Sir Harry's intereſt, of our connec- 
tion with whom this worthy man was en- 
tirely ignorant.---He gently rebuked his 
kinſwoman for the implicit confidence ſhe 
had put in ſuch a perſon, and could not but 
expreſs his diſapprobation of my want of 
economy ; nevertheleſs, he promiſed to do 


all in his power to bring matters to a com- 


promiſe 
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promiſe with the Baronet. It is natural to 


think I waited the iſſue with impatience, 
fince it was my lot to be caſt in a loathſome 
priſon, confined for a debt which it was im- 
Poſſible for me to diſcharge. 

« ur good agent waited on the Baronet, 
and had a long conference with him, but 
could by no means bring him to any 
ſettled point. He would treat with nobody, 
except my wife; and when her kinſman 
repreſented the impropriety of her being 
alone, after what had been urged againſt 
him; he anſwered ſhe might come in his 
company, or that of any other perſon. Ac- 
cordingly this good friend perſuaded Char- 
lotte to go with him to the perfidious man; 
but the meeting was uſeleſs. Sir Harry 


only renewed his former offers, in diſguiſed 


language, with the addition of inſtantly re- 
leaſing me, and doubling the ſum that he 
| before 
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before had offered me. He added, that he 
would do nothing without a private confe- 
rence with Charlotte ;--and the negociation 
broke off. My wife's relation therefore aſ- 
ſiſted me to remove to the King's Bench 
priſon, where I was fixed for the debt, but 
the death of my plaintiff, who fell in a duel, 
of his own ſeeking, operated to procure my 
releaſe. 

« Vexed and diſſatisfied with what I had 


ſeen in my native country, I formed a reſo- 


lution of viſiting foreign climes. Charlotte 


who had attended me in a priſon, now of- 
fered to be my companion in my intended 
expedition, though, as yet, we knew not 
whither; for 

« The world was all before us, where to chuſe 


* Our place of reſt, and Providence our guide,” 
At length Charlotte's kinſman, finding 


me ſo reſolved, gave me a recommendation 


| 
| 
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to a Weſt-India merchant, formerly known 
to her father, in the days of his proſperity. 
What money was wanting, he generouſly 
advanced. Our effects had ſatisfied our cre- 
ditors for ſmall debts, and we ſet off, in due 
time, on our intended voyage. 

But on our way, the veſſel, in which 
we were embarked, was engaged and taken 
by a French man of war, bound to the coaſt 
of Africa, from which, indeed, ſhe never 
more returned, Long driven, the ſport of 
contrary winds, far beyond the place of her 
deſtination, ſhe was wrecked, at laſt, upon 
a recf of rocks, ſome leagues from this land. 
On theſe rocks I was drifted ; what became 
of the majority of the crew I know not; 
but I had reaſon to fear they periſhed in the 
ocean, which became the grave of my faith- 
ful Charlotte, and our beloved infant. 


After having ſpent ſome time in exa- 
mining 


1 
mining theſe rocks, barren and uncom- 
fortable, at laſt ſome of the beams of the 
ſhipwrecked veſſel driving towards me, I 
made a raft, with which I reſolved to attempt 
exploring the neareſt land. But an unknown 
current drove me far from the place in- 
tended. A whole day and a weary night 
was I upon the ſea, driving with oars made 
of ſpars, without ſails, at the mercy of the 
ocean. Happily the element was not very 
turbulent ; and on the ſucceeding morning I 
was thrown, without damage, on this ſhore. 
Here I have found a people fimple in their 
manner, humane in their behaviour, and tem- 
perate in their living, contradicting that phi- 
loſophical aſſertion, That in climes where 
extremes of weather prevail, the extremes 
of manners (conſequently vice muſt be pre- 
dominant. The people here, though Eu- 


ropeans, might denominate them Savages, 
are 
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are really poſſeſſed of all that graces huma- 
nity. They have a religion, ſuch as it is; 
but they have no bigotry. Their prieſts 
are unaſſuming, their ſacrifices unbloody. 
They have a government, which Engliſh- 
men would call abſolute; but it 1s fo well ad- 
miniſtered, that no man has occaſion to find 
fault that his liberty is infringed, while 
order is preſerved amongſt all ranks, in this 
little ſtate. 

5 have lived here for the ſpace of two 
years, by their indulgence. A bow and arrow 
and 2 ploughſhare being put into my hands, 
on my firſt arrival, I underſtood the ſigns: 
I have improved upon the ideas, and I muſt 
_ acknowledge I have received every requiſite 
aſſiſtance from the natives, in purſuing the 
plan they laid down for me. I have a teſti- 
mony for it in their language, which I now 
underſtand ; and whilſt I ſurvey my little 

| houſe 
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houſe and plantation, I can only deplore 
the loſs of my wife and child, in the merci- 
teſs ocean ; I do not vent a complaint or a 
figh, for being an exile from my native 


eountty.” 
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CHAP. V. 


The Author takes leave of Parham, and finds 
his Machine wonderfully filled. He aſcends 
into the Atmoſphere. His perplexed Situg- 
tion. Wonderful Adventure in the ethereal 1 
Regions. Arrives at Conſtantinople. In- 
trigues at the Court of Achmet. 
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; HEN this Adventurer had ended 
his narrative, I made him ac- 


quainted, among other matters, with my 


— — 


ſcheme of Aeroſtation, which, notwithſtand- 


— — 


ing its ſucceſsful beginning, he was in- 
clined to treat as wild and dangerous. How- 
ever, he took a walk with ime to ſee the 
place where the Machine was depoſited. ; 
He could not but admire the invention, of ſ 


which he had indeed heard ſomething, but 
very imperfectly, before he left Europe. 


\ 


— 


partiality in their favour, 
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He was, beſides, ſo well ſatisfied with his 
preſent fituation, or rather ſo wearied out 
with the experience of ills in other climes, 
that I ſaw there was no chance of procuring 
him for a companion. This was, however, 
a want which I would gladly have ſupplied 
on almoſt any terms: but if Parham was 
averſe to accompanying me, I was far more 
ſo to the idea of remaining with him, which 
he ſuggeſted. The purſuit of my love, and 
of better fortunes, I was determined on 
but having every reaſon to conceive that 
my Machine was ſafe, I ſuſfered myſelf to 
be prevailed on to ſtay a few days with him 
in the country, During this time, I ac- 
quired ſeveral words of the language, and 
found the manners of the people in general 
ſuch as he deſcribed them, though at firſt 
I had been rather inclined to ſuſpe& him of 


When 
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When the time which I had fixed on „ Was 


expired, my countryman once more went 
with me to my verdant repoſitory. He re- 
ſolved to ſee me mount, and to commit 
myſelf to the regions of ether. But what 
was my ſurpriſe, when we came thither, to 
find the ſtove removed! This occaſioned 
me great vexation. But when I inſpected 
matters cloſer, my aſtoniſhment was in- 
creaſed, to find the Machine abſolutely 
filled, and faſtened with cords, which I had 
not before perceived, in order to prevent 
its rifing. My proviſions, &c. remained 
untouched, and it was evident that inflam- 
mable air had been infuſed into the Balloon. 
But there was not the veſtige of any part of 


the proceſs. There are philoſophers then 


upon this ifland,” exclaimed I. “ Not one, 


depend on it (anſwered Parham) nor an 


European, except you and me.“ * But. 
the 


** 


w 


oy 
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the Balloon could not fl of itſelf.” © No, 
certainly.” What then, my friend, am 
I to think of this matter?“ 


The more we proceeded to inveſtigate 
the probable cauſes of this phænomenon, 
the more we were at a loſs to account for it. 
The reſult, however, was, that I ſhould no 
longer perplex myſelf about a circumſtance 
totally unaccountable. Reſolved: not to a- 
bandon my ſcheme, having examined the 
Balloon, I found all things completely in 
order, except that more ballaſt was neceſ- 
ſary, on account of the far greater power of 
inflammable air. Finding the wind fa- 
voured my paſſage over land towards Eu- 
rope, I took leave of my Engliſh friend, 
and aſcended into the air with great ce- 
lerity. 

Indeed, my aſcent grew ſo rapid, as to 
ſurpriſe me, at the ſame time that it created 


ſome 
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ſome alarms for the ſafety of my Machine. 
The reflection how it had been filled, was 


by no means of a nature to quiet theſe ap- 


prehenſions. I ſought for an opening, to let 
out ſome of the contents, but there was 
none. I would even have made an aperture, 
but could not find an inſtrument fit for the 


purpoſe. 5 


In the mean time, the very clouds, which 


had rolled like an ocean beneath me, be- 


gan to diſappear, or rather to form a part 


of that Globe around which they revolved, 
and which leſſened as I aroſe, piercing the 
yielding ether. The reader may now per- 
haps conceive me verging faſt towards the 


fields of light and heat, and ready to be 


dazzled with their elementary ſplendour. 
But the caſe was quite different. I ſuſtained 
a very great degree of cold ; I found my 


breath heave ſhort and quick, and ſaw the 
| ſun 
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ſun only as an orb of fire. The genial heat, 


and grateful beams of his light continually 


diminiſhed, and the ſtars ſhone by day as 
clear as on a froſty night. In the mean 
time, the blue Firmament appeared black, 
and exhibited at a diſtance, the vaſt Immen- 
fity of empty Space. 

I loſt my confidence and my natural vi- 
gour. I trembled, and began to repent my 
preſumption ; and my fears increaſed, when, 
by obſervation, I had reaſon to conclude 1 
was ſtationary. I had before thrown ſeveral 
heavy bodies out of my gallery ; they float- 
ed, fluttered like feathers, and accompanied 
me in my voyage. But repeating the ſame 


experiment, they remained quzeſcent, neither 


moving nor moved, neither attracting nor 


attracted. Only my Balloon left them, 
mounting yet higher, till at laſt that ap- 
peared planted ſteady as one of the fixed 

ſtars 
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ſtars in the apparent Firmament of Hea- 


Ven. 

Sum moning my little remaining ſtrength, 
I was preparing to attempt by violence to 
rend the Machine. Yet it 1s probable, 
could I have done this, it would not have 
ſecured my deſcent, alive or dead, to that 
globe which had no perceptible attraction 
of bodies in theſe higher regions. 


Whilſt I was thus employed, a lucid 
body appeared over my head: © How, ſaid 
I to myſelf, is it a cloud that I ſee, when it 
appears that I am above the atmoſphere ?” 


A moment brought the aerial vehicle in 


fight, which proved not to be a cloud, but 
an emanation of fire lighter than air. It was 
compoſed of elemental æther. From thence 
deſcended a form, ſomewhat reſembling our 


repreſentation of Angels here below. He 


entered my gallery, and drawing with him a 


: long 


4 
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long track of beams, at once warmed and 
illuminated the ſurrounding ſpace. His 


chariot ſeemed to mount far beyond us, 
and loſe itſelf in the Immenſity of Space, 


whilſt I remained wrapt in filent admira- 
tion, © Daring Mortal, ſaid he, (whilſt I 
trembled before him) art thou now ſatgs- 
fied with roaming into the Fields of Air? 
Thus experienced, wouldſt thou rather 
chuſe to return to the earth, or ſeekeſt thou 
any thing farther in theſe ſuperior regi- 
ons?” I need not anſwer that the latter 
was my choice, and what I much defired, 
but knew not how to aſk the character of 
the perſon I was converſing with. But he, 
willing to releaſe me from this perplexity, 
proceeded to explain himſelf. © In me 
(ſaid he) you ſee Amie], a ſpirit of the At- 


moſphere. Being not confined to a parti- 


cular ſpace or portion of it, but careful 
E 5 for 
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for the good of human-kind, I traverſe theſe 
regions, and frequently viſit the ſons of 
men. I viewed you when you fled from 
oppreſſion. Since you undertook this aerial 
expedition, I have attended, and favoured 
you. You know how unaccountably to 
you, your Balloon was filled. Men take to 
themſelves the praiſe of having found out 
the ſcienee of Aeroſtation ; but it was writ- 
ten in the Book of Deſtiny, that this diſ- 
covery ſhould be brought to light. The 
time for its birth was ripe, and I have 
watched it, in its progreſs : yet much. more 
remains to complete it, and its uſes will be 


various z one of them it is my errand 


to anticipate, You are now in purſuit of 
your Love. The deſign is laudable, though 


the means might appear romantic. But, 
previous to your proceeding, I have it in 


my power to give you a view of various 
ſcenes 


11 
i 
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ſcenes on earth below, which may tend to 
improve your heart, and to enlighten your 
underſtanding. I mean to ſhew you what 
is paſſing in various parts of the globe, and. 
leave it to your reflection to draw from the 
whole applications ſuitable to wiſdom and 
morality.” 

Happy in ſuch a guide, and doubly ſo 
in being relieved from my anxiety, I ſub- 
mitted myſelf entirely to the direction of 
this ſaperior Being. In the mean time the 
Balloon deſcended, the atmoſphere grew 
brighter, the ſtars diſappeared, and I could 
again diſtinctly perceive the clouds rolling 
at a ſmall diſtance beneath me. We pre- 
ſently penetrated theſe, when I perceived a 
large city in view, with many ſpires and 
ſumptuous edifices, conſtructed in the Eaſt- 
ern manner. 


ec We 
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« We are now (ſaid the ſpirit) hovering 


over Conſtantinople. Are you willing to 
deſcend, and view that capital of the Otto- 
man Empire?“ 

I anſwered in the affirmative, and we de- 
ſcended in an open place near the city. 
My companion, cauſing the Machine to 
mount, till it was out of ſight, aſſuming the 
appearance of a Turk, preſently conducted 
me into this populous place. Here I ſaw a 
race of men, whoſe anceſtors were once the 
dread of Europe, as whoſe barrierVenicethen 
ſtood, which roſe from nothing. Venice 
(faid I) is now but infignificant in the ſeale 


of Europe, and the Ottomans as inſignifi— 


cant in the eyes of other Powers that dreaded 


them. Aſia has thus ever conquered her 

conquerors,” 

True (replied the Aeroſtatic Spirit. But 

do you obſerve the Vizier there, who is at- 
tended 


13 

tended by crowds. He is the patron 
of numberleſs ſuitors ; he is the director of 
Counſels, and occafionally the commander 
of armies. Would you not expect he ſhould 
have affairs of the moſt ſerious nature to 
employ his hours ? On the contrary, they 
are employed in the moſt idle diverſions. 
Thongh he can command the beauties of 
the Eaſt; yet at fixty years of age, he is the 
ſlave, the dupe of one favourite miſtreſs, 
Roxolana, a Greek female, about fifteen 
years old, rules him, and, in conſequence, 
her brother, an apoſtate Greek, not a year 
older than herſelf, in reality, guides the 
Counſels of the Ottoman Empire. Let us 
ſee whether Achmet conducts himſelf with 
wiſdom,” 

On a ſudden we ſhot up in a temporary 
Machine, which glided at a vaſt height over 
the walls of the Seraglio. Our deſcent was 


in 
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in the moſt unfrequented part of the gardens, 


when our Aeroſtatic Globe aſcending again, 
took the form of a beautiful ſtar. This 
meteor attracted the fight of a groupe of 


beautiful young women at ſome diſtance, 


who had before been amuſing themſelves 


with various muſical inſtruments. Alas! 
(ſaid I) that ſo many fine creatures ſhould 
thus be kept in perpetual impriſonment.” 

& Theſe (replied my compaiton) are the 
treaſure of Achmet. And ſee where his fa- 


vourite Sultana comes, whom the chance of 


| bearing the firſt child has made his Queen, 


and miſtreſs of all theſe beauties. With 
her and them he ſolaces himſelf, and paſſes 


his time in idleneſs. His ſubjects call him 
a good Prince, becauſe they have been 
; accuſtomed to be governed by tyrants. But 


he 1s weak, he 1s indolent, and ſuffers his 


Empire to be torn piece-meal from him. 


In 


1 
In his reign has been laid a foundation for 
the ruin of the Turkiſh name, which the ſuc- 
ceeding century will ſee accompliſhed. He 
comes ! behold how fondly he reclines upon 
his Queen. She was a native of Circaſſia, 
but early imbibed the Mahometan princi- 
ples. Before ſhe was conſigned to the Sera» 
glio of Achmet, ſhe loved and was beloved 
by a native of her own country, Separated 
from him, ſhe was long inconſolable, and 
ten rolling years have not yet removed his 
image from her heart. In this diſpoſition 
of mind, ſhe regards pomp with indifference, 
and pines in the midſt of ſplendour. As to 
the reſt, cuſtom and the enjoyment of each 
other's ſociety, in a great meaſure, contri- 


bute to render their confinement leſs irk- 


ſome than you may imagine it. 
© This is the caſe, in general, with all 


but one, I mean that young beauty whom 
you 
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you ſee ſelecting noſegays from a baſket of 
ſlowers. Vou perceive how mglancholy ſhe 
appears. She is a Greek, and, like the 
Sultaneſs, had a lover in her own country : 
But the favourite of the former yet lives, 
whilſt that of Abra met a fate undeſerved, 


being ſeized and put to death by order of 


the Turkiſh governor. He was' accuſed of 
treaſonable correſpondence with the enemies 
of the State; but the real crime he was ſuſ- 
pected of, was that of having amaſſed a trea- 
ſure which this tyrannical man reſolved to 
get poſſeſſion of. Abra's lover was tor- 
tured, to extort a diſcovery of his wealth. 
It was ſeized on, but came far ſhort of what 
was expected. The poor youth, however, 
ſuffered; and Abra, who was betrothed to 


him, was conveyed to the governor's Sera- 


- glio. But that very day, an order came 


from Conſtantinople to depoſe this, tyrant. 


1 
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He was ſoon after executed, and the moſt 
beautiful of his women (amongſt whom 
Abra ſtood foremoſt) were ſeized on for the 
uſe of his Sublime Highneſs, A melan- 
choly, which this young female indulges, 
preys upon her ſpirits ; and ſhe will ſhortly 
be delivered from a world in which ſhe 
has not the proſpect of any degree of fe- 

licity. 
« Confined as theſe women are, they are 
not without notice of what paſſes in the 
city, and even in other parts of the Em- 
pire. Their communication is carried on 
by means of the eunuchs; and is of ſuch 
importance, that Viziers are ſometimes 
depoſed; and State intrigues of the greateſt 
moment, brought to perfection within theſe 
ſecret receſſes. Abra, however, is as inſen- 
fible to theſe, as it has happened the Grand 
Signior has hitherto proved to her charms. 
But 


41 


But he is ruled by his Sultana, while the 
State is governed by the Grand Vizier, or 
rather by his miſtreſs and her brother. Such 
is the ſituation of the Court of Achmet.“ 


1 


CHAF Vh 


A Trip to Indoflan. View of Afairs there. 
Character of a Governor. Portraits of 
Nabobs. Adventures of Lavinio and Amelia, 
in which a Great Man of the Eaſt was prin» 


cipally concerned. 


ROM the circumſtances with which 

my aeroſtatic Companion acquainted 
me concerning the Grand Signior, I won- 
dered not at all at his prediction. An Em- 
pire thus governed, I could not ſuppoſe 
likely to ſubſiſt, with dependancies diſpoſed 
to rebel, and powerful rivals abroad. Such 
were my reflections, when, the groupe of 
females approaching our retreat, I could 
perceive our laſt aerial Vehicle ſwiftly mov- 
ing towards us, into which Amiel inſtantly 


conveyed himſelf and me; and we proceed- 
ed 


18 } 


ed to the place where my Balloon was depo- 
ſited. © For (ſaid he) though you ſee I 
6 can eaſily carry you to any part of the 
& World; yet it will be neceflary for 
& you to accuſtom yourſelf to machines of 
5 mortal conſtruction, in which you are deſ- 
. tined to make many Improvements.“ 
$0 ſaying, we aſcended with my Globe, 
which he told me he meant to direct to the 
Eaſt-Indies. And preſently we found our- 
ſelves. conveyed over ſea and land, until we 
viewed beneath us the wide plains of Indoſ- 
tan. We alighted in the kingdom of Ben- 
gal, where warlike preparations were going 
forward, at the ſame time that the govern- 


ment declared their intentions of making 
peace. 


Here we ſaw Magnifico, who, with the 
bare title of an Eſquire, acted as King of 
all the Kings of the Eaſt. He was ſitting 
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in an open Summer-houſe, in his garden, 
with a number of papers lying before him, 
to ſome of which he ſeemed very attentive, 
whilſt he tore others in pieces, with a ſhew 
of great indignation. 

«© The matters on which this gentleman 
is ſo intent (ſaid Amiel) are letters from his 
raiſtreſs, and his private ſupporters in India 
and in England. Moſt of thoſe which he 
treats with ſcorn and anger, are either 
Orders from home, which he is reſolved not 
to obſerve, or Diſpatches from the ſurround- 
mg provinces, that bring him tidings of 
things, with which he is already-acquaint- 
ed; but cares not to give heed to them. He 
is at preſent employed in hoſtilities with 
one of the moſt powerful Princes of Indoſ- 


tan, and at this inſtant has received intel- 
ligence of the ſurrender of a brave army 


to a dreadful conqueror. This misfortune 


was 
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was really owing to his negligence. He is 
intent only upon avarice and his own private 
views of ambition, ſuch as cauſed him to 
abet the depoſing, and conſequent death of 
a chief, whoſe accuſation was that of obey- 
ing the orders of his principals. 

« This great Man is continually negocia- 
ting with Nabobs, and he is always making 
advantages of thoſe Princes, depoſing them 
whenever he conceives them not likely to 
ſerve his purpoſe. He once paid a viſit to 
a Nabob, to whom he gave ſufficient hints, 
that he expected a preſent for ſome ſervices 
lately rendered to his Highneſs. After a 
ceremonious viſit, the latter ordered his 
gueſt to be preſented with a Lack of Rupecs. 

Magnifico refuſed them, ſaying, he could 


lend any one as much, and adding he was 


greatly ſurpriſed at this want of politeneſs, 


as he expected gold. The Nabob under- 
| ſtood 


{ 
. | 
7 
1 
3 
p 


I 
* 


[ 95 1 

ſtood the hint, and ordered him a Lack of 
Pagodas, which he readily enough accept- 
ed, and exprefled his pleaſure, to find the 


Indian ſo tractable. This behaviour, how- 
ever, occaſioned the giver to obſerve, that 


he was glad to learn of his European friend, 
and was now convinced that there was no 
character of true politeneſs to be obtained 
under a Lack of Pagodas. 

«© The peace in queſtion at preſent, name- 
ly, with the Mahrattas, will be brought to 
bear with ſome difficulty, It will alſo be 
followed by a treaty with the powerful 
Prince, who is at preſent ſo ſucceſsful. It 
will be concluded on terms neither very 
honourable nor laſting, and the braveſt 
officers of the army that has juſt now ſur- 
rendered will be put to death, and many 
of them by the torture. All this a ſet of 
men will ſuffer, who are weak in their deal- 


ings 
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ings with the neighbouring Powers, though 
careful enough of the moſt minute circum- 
ſtances relative to their own immediate 
intereſt, This is the conſequence of exten- 
five territories being poſſeſſed by a commu- 
nity, conſiſting of perſons not {killed in what 
they pretend to, and, in many reſpects, in- 
competent to the control of their own 
ſervants. Various propoſals will be made 
(and ſoon will take place) for the regula- 
tion of their affairs by Government, The 
Government will interfere, but nothing ade- 
quate to the neceſſities of the times, will 


be done in this grand affair; and confuſion 


will ſtill prevail in the internal Govern- 


ment of theſe Indian territories.” 

* But do you (continued he) obſerve 
that middle-aged man, who is now knock- 
ing at the outer door of this Governor's 
houſe ?--He is one of thoſe that have had 

| hard 
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hard meaſure in India. His caſe is of a re- 
markable nature, and it 1s well known to 
the Great Man, to whom he is now about 
to make application. 

Lavinio was a young perſon, whom his 
neareſt relations, having little to beſtow on 
him, reſolved on ſendrng to the Eaſt-Indies, 
there to ſeek his fortune. Underſtanding 
that he ſhould be well fitted out, and pro- 
perly accommodated, he readily aſſented to 
rhe meaſure; but the ſeaſon being far gone, 
it was thought proper for that reaſon, and 
on ſome other accounts, to defer his de- 
parture until the ſucceeding year. 

In the mean time, this youth meeting 
by chance with a young female of ſome 
beauty, and good intellects, who was unfor- 
tunately caſt lately upon the town, became 
enamoured with her. He reſcued her from 
Proſtitution, took her under his protection, 

F and, 
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and, after retiring with her for ſome time 
into the country, perſuaded the relations, 
on both ſides, that he was married to her. | 
His kinsfolks believed him, and made no | 
objections: Her parents being very poor, | 
were content with what was told them, and 
ſatisfied to find that their Amelia was reſ- | | 
cued from ruin, at any rate. 

The interval of time, which was many 
months before Lavinio's embarking for the | | 
Indies, was employed in enlightning, by 


education, a mind capable of improvement. 
The deſtined period being arrived, this ! 
young gentleman, and his ſuppoſed wife, 


{et out on their expedition. 
« Arriving in India after a proſperous 


voyage, on his arrival was favourably re- 
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ceived, according to his recommendation; 
and within three years was promoted in the | 


civil line to a place of one thouſand five hun- 
dred 


LS | 


dred pounds per annum; with {till more in 
expectation. Thus fortunate in his outſer, 
he beſides thought himſelf happy in his 
miſtreſs, who had borne him two fine chil- 
dren. But his happineſs was interrupted 
by what he ſuppoſed would tend to his ad- 
vancement. He had contracted an intimate 
acquaintance with one of the Council at 
Bombay, who afterwards became Chief of 
Telicherry. Every. one who knows any 
thing of Eaſt Indian affairs, is acquainted 
with the B.. . S. 

“ Buſineſs called Lavinio to Telicherry 
about the ſame time, and Mr. B.. fre- 
quently invited him, and as frequently ho- 
noured his friend's houſe with his preſence. 
But one morning Amelia having left a 
letter careleſsly on her toilet, Lavinio going 
by chance into her dreſſing room, in her 
abſence, took it up, peruſed it, and found 

it 


L 0 | 

it to be no leſs than a bille-doux, from the 
.Chief to her whom he had always treated, 
and whom every one ſuppoſed to be his law- 
ful wife. Vexed to the heart at this, he 
took the liberty of breaking open ſome of 
the lady's drawers, and found a whole packet 
of letters, of the ſame deſcription. Glow- 
ing with rage, he challenged her with per- 
fidy. She acknowledged what ſhe knew it 
would be vain to deny, but anſwered with 
an air of indifference. After a ſmart alter- 
cation, ſhe told him frankly ſhe preferred 
Mr. B, and at the ſame time reminded 
him, as they were not married, he had no 
legal property in her. But having ſaid ſo 
much, ſhe told him he might make an ad- 
vantage of ſurrendering her to the Chief of 
Telicherry, but would certainly fail and be 
ruined, if he ſhould enter into à conteſt 
about the matter. 

Though 


r 
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« Though reſentment at firſt rendered 


Eavinio deaf to every thing that could be 
ſaid of this nature, yet reflection cauſed re- 
peated arguments to prevail at laſt, An ap- 
plication was made by Mr. B-, a meet- 
ing agreed on, and, after ſome delicate cir- 
cumlocution, a propoſal. was made and ac- 
cepted. Lavinio-was to return to England 
with five thouſand pounds, and letters of 
recommendation to perſons of- great conſe- 
quence, whilſt Amelia and her children 
were to remain with this her paramour. | 

*« Accordingly, this young gentleman em- 
barked, at a time appointed, for England. 
When. he arrived there, he thought hie 
agreement would be fulfilled. He had. 
taken bills for the ſum promiſed on Mr. 


B------'s brother, who had the charge of 


transferring. ſtock for his relation in India. 
Thelatter had realiſed one hundred thouſand. 
pounds ; 
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pounds ; yet the other thought it too much 
to diſcharge the draft which, being left for 
payment, was ſtopped in his hands. A plea 
was ſet up that there was not value receiv- 
ed. Lavinio, before he had proceeded 
farther in the bufineſs, was ſo moderate as 
to write to his miſtreſs's paramour, who ſent 
him word, that as he was now certainly 
informed Amelia was not the wife of her 
ſuppoſed huſband, he thought himſelf not 
obliged to fulfil an engagement, entered 
into on ſuch a ſuppoſition. This worthy 
and reaſonable man thought it hard to pay 
for the luxurious pleaſure of Adultery, when 
he had only enjoyed that of committing 
ſimple Fornication. 

« Lavinio threatening to expoſe the whole 
proceeding, at a time when the younger 
brother was putting up for an office in a 


certain great company, he reccived one thou- 


ſand 


_—_— 


L 703 

land pounds, with a verbal promiſe of ſet- 
ling the reſt at a future time, if a compro- 
miſe for one thouſand pounds more could 
be accepted. In the mean time, other let- 
ters from the Chief of Telicherry were re- 
eeived. In theſe he wrote, that at the 
interceſſion of Amelia, he was willing to 
invite Lavinio over once more to the Eaſt 
Indies, appointing Bengal. for the place, 
where he promiſed, and gave apparent rea- 
fons why he could and would promote 
him. 

« This injured perſon, who was not one 
of the moſt ſagacious of mortals, was weak 
enough to accept the invitation. But when 
he arrived, he was informed Mr. B. 
had ſailed for England, taking Amelia with 
him, but the two children were left behind 
for him to take care of. The worthleſs 
man had likewiſe pre- poſſeſſed the princi- 

pal 
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pal perſons of the ſettlement againſt him, 
inſtead of recommending him in order to 
his future promotion. 

Thus the little that Lavinio brought 
with him being ſpent, and in no line of em- 
ployment, though for above three years he 
had ſtrove to ſolicit ſomething of the kind, 
the conſequence was, that he was in danger 
of becoming a vagrant in India, or being 
ſent home as a Pauper. I can predict that 
his application here will not have the de- 
ſired effect. The Great Man, indeed, bows 
to him; but he will do no more than ſhift 
him off to another perſon who will procure 


him a ſmall appointment of about eighty 


pounds per annum, whereon to maintain 


himſelf and his children; and his misfor— 
tunes, which hang heavy on him, will 


bring on a decline, and carry him out of 


this world, a victim to Aſiatic oppreſſion.“ 


CHAP. 


E 


cHA P. VII. 


Farther Occurrences in India. Converſation with ' 
a Perſian, aud ſome Account of his Adven- 


FUYECS. >> 


Roceeding or farther, we approach. 


ed a houſe, or rather palace, little in- 


ferior, in magnificence to that of the gover- 


nor's. That manſion- (ſaid Amiel) is 
poſſeſſed by Crantor, a man of public An- 
bitioa and of private Meanneſs: Derived 
from the dregs.of the people, in his own. 


country, .this, Caledonian came to London 


to ſeek his fortune. He was employed at 
firſt in the loweſt offices, at the houſe'of a 
merchant in the city. There he demeaned 
himſelf in a manner ſo obſequious, and 
ſeemed to ſhew ſuch a docile diſpoſition, 


that his maſter, who was an old man, took 


p i a liking 


1 


a liking to him, gave him education at his 
own expence, and, at the age of eighteen, 
received him as one of the clerks in his 
compting-houſe. Having thus got a foot- 
ing, it was not long before he ſupplanted 
him who had the management of the bufi- 
neſs. For Crantor poſſeſſed, with an inde- 
fatigable zeal for advancing himſelf in the 
world, all thoſe arts of low cunning which 
are generally found in the baſeſt tempers. 
When he had for ſome time occupied this 
fituation, he found means to perſuade his 
maſter that it would be for his intereſt to 
admit him as a partner. Ia this alſo he ſuc- 
ceeded. Mercator, being advanced in years, 
was well pleaſed at the thought of having 
one who could take off the chief burden of 


the buſineſs from him. All things anſwered 


his wiſhes; yet he reſted not until, having 


ingratiated himſelf with Ardelia, his maſter's 
| niece, 
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B 
niece, he obtained his conſent to eſpouſe 
her, while the old gentleman was eaſily pre- 


vailed on to retire from trade intirely, and 
to leave the whole buſineſs to his former 


ſervant. 


« As long as Mercator lived, Crantor 


acted the part of the beſt of huſbands to 


Ardelia, becauſe he expected, as it turned 
out, that her uncle, at his death, would 
bequeath her the bulk of his fortune. But 
when this event had at laſt taken place, 
Crantor began to alter his behaviour. He 
diſplayed, by degrees, his natural diſpoſition. 
Imperious, moroſe, and impatient of the 
flighteſt contradiction, he ſoon adopted ſuch 
a conduct as rendered his conſort's life truly 
unhappy. Her complaints he made an ex- 
cuſe for leaving her, after having agreed to 
allow her a very ſmall ſum annually, as there 


had been no marriage ſettlement, Such 


uſage 
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uſage threw her into a deſpondency, which 
had the effect of putting an end to her 
life; after which event, unworthy as he 


was, he had the luck to marry again to great 


advantage, and, by the intereſt of one of 


his ſecond wife's relations, was ſent out to 


India, at the time that the great IWabob- 
making Lord undertook his laſt expedition 
to that country. Under the auſpices of that 
extraordinary man, whoſe confidence Cran- 
tor gained, there was little doubt of ſucceſs. 
He was concerned, though privately, with 
the ſtarving Committce of Bengal, and has 
kept in favour with ſucceeding Governors 
of every deſcription. His ſecond wife had 
the complaiſance to die about three years 
fince, and now he lives like an Eaſtern 
Prince, in the midſt of his Seraglio. He 
acted a principal part in the depoſition of a 


certain Governor; but the time is not far 
diſtant, 


* * 0 = . Mis — 


—— 


— — 


OE 

diſtant, when the Chief of that country, 
Crantor's countryman, will be diſgraced. 
When this event takes place, Crantor him- 
ſelf will retire from India, carrying with 
him the curſes of thouſands. But this he 
will not at all value, while he is enjoying 
in England a princely fortune, which, being 
in his poſſeſſion, will fave him from num- 
berleſs rebukes and inconveniences. His 
ayarice has hitherto been equal to his am- 
bition ; and his money was never freely cir- 
culated, except for the purpoſes of private 
tewaneſs or public corruption.” | 

As Amiel finiſhed this portrait, we be- 
held. the original iſſuing from his manſion. 
He ſtrutted with an air of conſequence, and 
threw himſelf into his palanquin, attended 
by guards and a numerous train, after hay- 
ing diſmiſſed ſeveral clients with a nod, or 
ſome ſuch token of favour. Theſe went 


away 


1 
away ſatisfied, and Crantor proceeded on his 
journey, which was no farther than to the 
Governor's houſe, at the diſtance of about 
a quarter of a mile. He went thither, as my 
aerial companion informed me, in order to 
ſettle affairs with a junto ſoon expected to 
aſſemble. Theſe met to concert ſuch mea- 
ſures as might beſt ſecure their own im- 
portance ; meaſures equally hurtful to the 
natives, and injurious to thoſe who em- 
ployed them. 

& A ſet of men of this caſt, (ſaid Amit) 
have long undermined the Britiſh intereſt 
in Indoſtan, while their Gallic neighbours 
take advantage of ſuch a conduct, in order 
to promote the downfall of their empire. 
But, if you will deſcend from this height, 
by mixing amorg the people, you will make 
farther diſcoveries.” 

Accordingly we came down; and my 
| Balloon 


: 
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Balloon being diſpoſed in a proper place, 


we entered a public ſtreet. Amiel aſſumed 
the appearance of a native, and ſeemed to be 
conducting a ſtranger to ſome of his coun- 
trymen. At different times we joined com- 
pany with Gentoos and Mahometans; and 
when we entered into converſation with them 
we conſtantly found them diſſatisfied. They 
complained alike of extortion, oppreſſion, 
a contempt of their country laws, and a ne- 
glect of properly executing thoſe which, 
they had always underſtood, were formed 
on the rules of the Britiſh Conſtitution. 


While we were thus employed in making 


obſervations, Amiel made me take notice of 


a tall and comely perſon, who, he ſaid, was 
a Perſian. Walking up to this man, he en- 
tered into converſation with him, as a for- 


mer EN who, at his inſtance, com- 
municated 


, 
; 
| 
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as 


municated in Engliſh, the following outlines 
of his hiſtory. 
« My friend Ruſtan (he whoſe name 


Anmiel had aſſumed) has known, ſaid he, 
many particulars -of- the life of Abdallah. 
But I will relate the whole in-a continued 


chain of ſucceſſion, with as much brevity as 


I can, if your patience is equal to your deſire 
to be acquainted with them. My name 


your friend knows, and has been acquainted 


that I drew my firſt breath at Iſpahan. 


When I was but nine years of age, I loſt her 


whogave me being; andabout the ſametime, 


the troubles, in which the diſputes between 
various competitors for the Crown involved 


all in the neighbourhood of the capital, 


occaſioned my father, who was a merchant, 


to remove with me to the province of Ca- 
chemire. Such education' as this tender 


parent could give, he moſt cordially be- 
ſtowed 
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ſtowed on me; and I was willing to. uſe 


every endeavour to gain improvement. At 


the age of ſixteen, a ſoft paſſion inſpired my 
boſom, I loved, and was beloved by the 
beautiful Zayde, whoſe form was like that 
of the Houries, My parent knew and ap- 
proved of our mutual inclination, and it 
was determined that we ſhould be made 
happy in the poſſeſſion of each other. 

« But, on the day before our nuptials 


were to have been celebrated, one of thoſe 


roving parties, with which almoſt all the 
country abounded, attacking our houle, 
ſeized on Zayde, whilſt I was abſent on an 
evening walk, and flew her father who had 
accompanied her thither. Mine eſcaped 
from the ruins of his manſion, but being 
mortally wounded, he died in my arms. 
Thus bereft of both my parents and my 
love, and not poſſeſſed of any property, I 

looked 
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tooked upon myſelf as a wanderer in my 
native land. Rent as it was with internal 


commotions, I reſolved to leave it, and took 
my way to India, having firſt fold ſome 


Jewels which I wore about me, in order to- 


defray the expences of my journey. 

© The merchant who bought theſe ſmall 
remnants of my fortune, drew a flattering 
picture of the country whither I was going. 
It is fruitful, ſaid he, it is ſpacious enough. 
to contain numbers of princes, who though. 
they ſometimes. war with each other, have 
yet aſylums ſufficient in the boſom of their 
provinces for the reception of ſtrangers, 
or if thoſe ſuffice not, the Europeans ſettled 


there will readily afford ſuch their protec- 


tion. 

% Young, and full of ardour as I was, 
my natural temper was ſuch as led me to 
receive a picture. of this kind, and impreſs 
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it on the tablet of my mind. I proceeded 
on my intended expedition. Adieu ! ſaid 
I, to Iſpahan; adieu to Cachemire! Fare- 
well Perſia, thou nurſe of my early years! 
1 go to ſeek a happier country ; for in that . 
which gave me birth I have met with 


nothing but misfortunes. 


& With fuch ideas I entered Indoſtan, and 
found ſome of my own religion to converſe 
with. But I ſoon met with occafion of 
diſſatisfaction. The Nabob in whoſe pro- 
vince I meant to ſettle, had wars with 
another more powerful or more powerfully 
aſſiſted by Europeans. Perpetual inroads 
were made, and theſe gave me continual 
uneaſineſs; at length I thought I ſhould 
feel leſs anxiety if J entered the field of 
action. I did ſo; and was preſent, contri- 


buting my proportion to a victory, but 


it was the laſt our Nabob won---in the 
! next 
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the hands of the French, by whom I. was: 


5 


next battle his troops were totally defeated,, 
and I was among the priſoners. I fell into 


honourably. uſed ; and I was one of thoſe. 
whom they ſet at liberty, in order to re- 
commend themſclves to the Mahometan. 
Princes. | 

« A roving diſpoſition ſoon afterwards led 
me to quit this part of the country, and to 
travel to ſome of. the Engliſh ſettlements.. 
What was my ſurpriſe, when arriving at. 
Madras, I met my Zayde, who, after ex- 
periencing a variety of adventures, had been | 
conducted by an Englith Lady to Bombay, 1 


and from thence had accompanied her to 


that ſettlement. This lady applauded our [ 
love, made her: companion a noble preſent, [ 
and promoted. our union, which. took place. | | 
ſoon after. 


“For about two years we lived happy. 
together, 


BY. 


together, and by the help of friends, I had 


been enabled to embark in trade. But at 
this period, travelling to Bengal with my 
Zayde, 1 found a monopoly eſtabliſhing, 
whereby rice and falt, the principal fuſ- 
tenance -of the native Indians, as well as 
ſome other articles, were defigned to be en- 
groſſed into the hands of a few, who pro- 
vided every thing in that kingdom. 

« As theſe uſurping men had agents to 
buy up commodities, for the purpoſe of 
ſelling them at exorbitant prices, I was 


one of theſe who knowing this deſign, re- 


fuſed to ſupply them. The conſequence 


was, that, on the firſt refuſal, they beat my 
ſervants, broke open ſome of my warg- 
houſes, and took out from them whatever 
they choſe, without making any recompence. 
« I thought, at leaſt, this would have ſa- 
tified theſe ſons of rapine; but a few days 
afterwards 


1 
afterwards they returned. They pillaged 
me of moſt of my remaining ſtock ; they 
added inſult to injury, beating my ſervants, 
and breaking into the apartments of Zayde, 
whom they uſed with ſuch indecency, that 
though ſpotleſs, ſhe plunged a dagger into 
her boſom, as unwilling to ſurvive this dif- 
grace, though the wound did not prove 
mortal. When I applied afterwards for 
zuſtice in their Courts, the proceeding was 
ſet aſide ; but they admitted a ſuit againſt 
me, on an accuſation of my having defraud- 
ed one of my own factors; and on this pre- 
tence I ſuffered ſix months cloſe confine- 
ment; nor did I experience better treat- 


ment, until another government ſucceeded, 


By thoſe who then came into power I was 
careſſed, re-eſtabliſhed in trade, and have 
fince remained in the territories of the 
Britiſh Company. At the ſame time, I muſt 
| add, 
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add, that I have fince ſecn flagrant oppreſ- 


fions at various times; nor can 1 believe, 
that the poſſeſſions of any European Powers 
whatever, gained as they were by conqueſts 
or encroachments, will ever be eſtabliſhed 
on a firm foundation, until their Policy 
leads them to have recourſe to better Laws 
for their ſecurity.” 


CHAP. 
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KA. VIII. 


Aniel comforts his Companion, by giving him 
' ſome Account of his Lucy. They arrive at 
Liſbon. Hiſtory of the unfortunate Iſabella. 


AVING remained that night under 

the hoſpitable roof of the Perfian, I 
returned in the Balloon the next morning, 
which I found filled according to cuſtom. 
My aerial companion, who had quitted me 
before I went to reſt, was in waiting for me 


on the ſpot. 


We aſcended again; and Amiel entertain- 
ed me with various reflections on the ſcenes 
which I had been witneſs to. But when he 
obſerved me rather abſent in mind, he 
ſmiled, ſaying Mortal, I perceive your 


uneaſineſs; you are not ſatisfied with what 


you have ſcen. Do you deſire that I ſhould 


at once put an end to this journey? It is in 
my 
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my power, as you may caſily believe, to 
land you ſafe in Britain or elſewhere, 
Therefore acquaint -me at once with your 
defire. ©* Idefire (ſaid I ſomewhat fervently) 
to ſce or hear of my Lucia, of her for 
whoſe ſake only I underwent this hazardous 
expedition, which you, my aerial compa- 
nion have told me you approve. Yes, you 
have more than approved! you have given 
me your aſſiſtance in conducting me thro? 
the fields of Ather; and yet“ And yet, 
(interrupted Amiel) your eager wiſh to 
hear of your love has not been ſatisfied. Is 
not this the caſe? But attend, young man, 
thus far I thought proper to prove your 
patience, which, allowing for the ſtrongeſt 
paſnon that agitates the breaſts of mortals, 
I declare to be equal to any thing that could 
be expected. In reward for this, which 1 


conclude to ariſe from a confidence. in your 
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aerial guide, I will inform you as far as it 
is proper at this time, you ſhould be told, 
of what has happened to your Lucia. 

«© Know then that the Indians who at- 
tacked and deſtroyed her aunt's dwelling, 
carried both the women into captivity. 
The old lady died of fatigue after ſhe had 
been three days in their poſſeſſion; but 
your Lucia chancing to become agreeable 
to the wife of one of the Sachems, was by 
her protected from every injury and inſult. 
She was, however, deſtined to accompany 
the Savages into their country; but while 
they were on their way thither, though they 
eſcaped the purſuit in which you joined, 
yet they were inturrupted by a party raiſed 
in the adjacent Province, who totally 


routed them, and retook the priſoners, 


among whom was your miſtreſs. She was 


12 by them to Virginia, where ſhe 


remained 
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remained for ſome time, under the protec- 


tion of a widow of great property, who had 
been acquainted with her relations in her 
native province. But unhappily this bene- 
volent woman being ſuppoſed to favour the 
Britiſh cauſe, a proſecution was commenced 
againſt her; ſhe was obliged to quit the 
country, and go a paſſenger in an American 
veſſel bound for Liſbon, taking Lucia with 
her. The veſſel foundered in a violent 
ſtorm, but the greater part of the crew and 
paſſengers were taken up by a French ſhip, 
Among thoſe were Lucy, who is at preſent 
alive and in health. Thus much it is re- 
quiſite to reveal. Of what farther has 
happened to her you muſt as yet remain in- 


nocent. Let it ſuffice that your fate is in- 


volved with that of Lucia. By this ſepara- 


tion you will gain a fund of uſeful know- 
ledge, and reap in a ſhort time the fruits of 


that 
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that experience which others attain not, 
but by the courſe of many revolving years. 
This will be the reward of your courage, 
and conſtancy of diſpoſition.” 

This condeſcenſion of my companion 
gave me ſome conſolation. I perceived it 
would be to no purpoſe to preſs other 
enquiries, and therefore made myſelf 
happy in the conſideration that my Lucia 
had eſcaped the dangers of the watery waſte, 
whilſt I had been tempting thoſe of the 
airy element. 

Paſſing over ſeas and vaſt continents, our 
Machine lowered. While we were thus diſ- 
courſing, I perceived a large city beneath 
us. Golden ſtreams wafted wealth, the 
fruit of commerce, perpetually into its 
boſom. Its inhabitants were numerous, 
its buildings ſplendid; and a perpetual 
bnſtle at the port, beſpoke the vaſt trade 

carried 
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carried on in the capital of a populous 
kingdom. 

We are now (faid Amiel) hovering 
over the famous city of Liſbon, from whence 
your Lucia but two days ſince departed. 
This city has long been renowned in hiſto- 
ry. Lufitania too was once renowned for 
heroes, until the very extravagance of hero- 
iſm, it is well known, cauſed their bold 
king Sebaſtian to lead his troops to periſh 
with himſelf on the burning ſands of Africa. 
After this event, the Spaniards ſeized on 
Portugal, and kept it in ſubjection, until 
the ever memorable Revolution, brought 
about by the brave and wiſe Bragnaza, de- 
livered his countrymen from the galling 
yoke. The Portugueſe recovered their 
rights, but never their ſpirit and valour, 
From the braveſt, they appear to have here 


become the moſt puſillanimous of men, and 


from 
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from ſome of the moſt reſpectable, their 


troops are become the moſt deſpicable in 
Europe. Hiſtory has acquainted you how 
Religion, wrapped in the gloom of Igno- 
rance, and clad in the terrors and cruelties 


of Superſtition, long ſtalked this wretched 


land. The Inquifition has, indeed, loſt its 


greateſt horrors ſince that dreadful day 
when, on the celebration of their 7mpiovs 
Act or Fairn, three-fourths of the city 


were laid in ruins, I well remember the kre- 


mendous horrors which then enwraped this 


devoted capital, whilſt my ſphere ſhook 
with the dreadful concuſſion. But till 
groſs Ignorance accompanies the laſſitude 
of the Luſitanians, and they are unable, in 
arts or arms, to make ſuch noble efforts as 
you find exerted in other nations. 

Do you ſee that young Lady, whom a 
well dreſſed youth leads weeping along? 


She 
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She is, indeed, moſt unfortunate. Love, 
the ſweet poiſon, fo greedily imbibed by 
mortals ; diſappointed Love, and the cruelty 
of relations, have proved the ſource of her 
unhappineſs. 

*« Iſabella de Torres is the daughter of 
Don Alonzo de Torres, a Portugueſe noble- 
man. It was the chance of a young gentle- 
man in the train of the Britiſh Ambaſſador, 
to become enamoured of this Lady, who 
had given him a fight of her charms. From 
the time he had been thus favoured, he 
reſted not until, by bribing a Duenna, he 
got letters conveyed to her. The anſwers 
were favourable, for the paſſion was mutual. 
The confidante of Iſabella contrived ſeveral 
meetings between her and her beloved 


Charles. An elopement was agreed on, and 


the lover, attending at midnight, received 
his miſtreſs, by means of a ladder of ropes. 


His 


Xx = 
His plan was to convey her to the hoalſe of 
an Engliſh merchant, where ſhe might have 
remained in ſafety until the heat of the ex- 
pected purſuit ſhould be over. But the 
young Lady prevailed on her lover, to give 
the preference to her own idea of ſeeking 
protection at the houſe of a friend of her's, 
named Leonora. 

Leonora was a young widow, of an 
amorous diſpoſition, and by no means ſtrict 
in her morals. But this circumſtance was 
unknown to the fair fugitive. Being con- 
cealed here, Charles often viſited her; and 
unfortunately the widow conceived a paſ- 
ſion for the youth. She gave him many 
hints of this; but impaſſioned as he was, he 
could not, or he would not underſtand 
them. Fired with rage at the ſlight, her 


friendſhip for Iſabella was converted into 


hatred. At firſt ſhe meditated to poiſon her ; 
but 


os... 

but ſhe knew the danger of that expedient, 
and conſidered how little it would avail, to 
ſecure to her the object of her paſſion. 
Changing her mind, thercfore, for the 
preſeat, the reſolved to betray the fugitive 
to her relations, who had long ſought her in 
Vain, The intelligence was conveyed by an 
unknown hand to her brother, Don Pedro. 
He brought an Algazuil, and apparently 
by force, carricd his ſiſter off to her father's 
houſe, where ſne was confined to her 

chamber, | 
& In the mean time, Charles was diſtract- 
ed with the tidings, that his miſtreſs was 
ſnatched from his arms. As to Leonora, 
his eyes being now opened to the true cauſe 
of his diſappointment, he returned nothing 
to her expreilions of love, but the bittereſt 
reproaches. Still entertaining hopes of 
ſeeing his Iſabella, he conſtantly attended 
G 5 ab 
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at the garden wall of Don Alonzo. This 


being obſerved, his ſon, one evening, wait- 


ed for him in diſguiſe. As ſoon as the Eng- 


liſnman came, he diſcovered himſelf, and 
a combat took place, in which Don Pedro 
was ſeverely wounded. The encounter 
cauſing an alarm, Charles was obliged to 
retire. But his date was ſhort; for the 
father of the wounded Pedro reſolved from 
that moment on his deſtruction. Two 
nights afterwards, four deſperate Bravoes 
were hired, who attacked and murdered 
him, though one of the ruffians loſt his life, 
and another was much hurt in the conteſt. 
« Leonora's hatred for Iſabella, who had 
ſuffered almoſt to diſtraction. by the death 
of her lover, did not yet ſubfide. She re- 
need her deſign of poiſoning this unhappy 
female, which ſhe endeavoured to effect, by 


bribing ſome of the ſervants in Don Alonzo's | 


family. 
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family. But the deſign was timely diſco- 
vered, and the reſult was, that for the ſafety 
of the young lady and the honour of her 
relations, nothing could be done but to 
oblige her to take the veil, and ſpend her 
days in a Nunnery.---Thither her brother 
is now conducting her, in the bloom of 
youth. Thus ſhe will be immured within 
a Convent's gloomy walls, until Death re- 
leaſes her from all her afflictions.“ 

I could not but ſhed a ſympathetic tear 
for the misfortunes, and hapleſs fate of this 
beauty.--Tyrannic cuſtoms, cruel religion 
(exclaimed I) which can lead to ſuch acti- 


ons, and inhuman relations, who can adopt 


ſuch a bchaviour ! 
A liberal way of thinking, returned 


Amiel, is not to be expected from a people 
of ſuch a caſt as the Portugueſe are at preſent. 


It dwells not with ſuperſtition ;--1t is income 
patibla 
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patible with arbitrary nations. Iſabella is 
unhappy: But misfortunes are the lot of 
human nature. If you look down upon that 
elderly man who walks backward and for- 
ward, with his arms folded, in a melancholy 


mood, you will find another inſtance of ſuf- 


fering virtue, While yet we hover over 
this city, I will give you the outlines of his 
Hiſtory.” } 


Ft. 7 


GC 3-AF. Mil 


Adventures of an Engliſh Merchant. Circum- 
ſtances which fell out at the Earthquake at 
Liſvon. Farions Charafters, Ec. 

HIS Adventurer (continued Amiel) 
was the younger ſon of Sir James 

Allerton, a Baronet, who had a numerous 


family. He was at firſt deſigned for the 


Law, and had a ſuitable education. But 


not making that ſtudy his choice, and in- 
clining rather to Trade, he was placed with 
a capital merchant in Briſtol, where he 
ſerved the uſual term of years, and came 
into the world of Commerce with honour 


and reputation. He entered into trade with 


every advantage that could be expected 


from a good character, ſupported by a com- 


petent capital. Soon after, he fell in love 
with the only daughter of a gentleman, of 


a very 


1 


1 
a very ſingular diſpoſition. Though he 
could not urge any rational objection againſt 
Mr. Allerton's perſon, character, or propo- 
ſals, yet he was continually throwing ob— 
ſtacles in the way of the completion of a 
ſuit, which he had at firſt countenanced. It 

appeared, at length, that the only reaſon i 


for this extraordinary conduct, was a reſ0- 
lution he had taken, that his Charlotte 
ſhould not marry till after his death. Im- 
patient of ſuch an indeſinite term, the lover 
perſuaded his miſtreſs to an clopement, 
But the deſign was diſcovered and prevented, 
and he was forbidden to ſce or ſpeak to the 


object of his paſſion. 


& This was a cruel ſtroke to him; but a 
more cruel one followed. The young lady 
being ſent into the country, it chanced that 


the Small-Pox was in the adjacent village. 


The maid ſervant, who attended her, caught 
5 it, 
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it, and communicated it to her miſtreſs, to 
whom, in a few days, it proved fatal. Mr. 
Allerton, who had uſed every means to find 
out the place of her retreat, had no ſooner 
diſcovered it, than flying thither, on the 
wings of Love, he heard the fatal tidings. 
He was for ſome time in a ſtate of phrenzy 
and diſtraction, inſomuch that, had he not 
been prevented, he would raſhly have put 
an end to his own exiſtence. Many years 
elapſed, before he could be brought to en- 
tertain the leaſt idea of any other female as 
a wife. At laſt, time having alleviated his 


grief, he was introduced to a lady of great 


perſonal and mental accompliſhments, by 


the brother of a very worthy gentleman, 
who had been acquainted with Sir James 


Allerton and all the family. Though his 


ſon's heart was not now ſuſceptible of ſo 
ſtrong a paſſion as that which he had felt 
tor 
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for his former miſtreſs; yet the great merit 


of this lady, and above all, the eſteem which 
he was convinced ſne had conceived for him, 


gave her an intereſt in his affections. After 


ſome time, a treaty of marriage was Con- 


cluded, and the parties were happily united. 

& At this period, the merchant was: in 
flour:ſhing circumſtances, but within a 
twelvemonth afterwards met with ſome 
loſſes in trade, and was particularly affected 
by the news, that a great houſe at Liſbon 
had ſtopped payment. In order to arrange 
matters there, he found his preſence was 
neceſſary on the ſpot. He therefore em- 
barked for that place with his family, and 
arrived in ſafety, after a pleaſant voyage. 

« He had the good fortune to ſecure the 
greater part of his property; and was per- 
ſuaded „ by a former acquaintance, who was 
a merchant there, to transfer his effects 

from 
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from England, and to ſettle with him in 


| partnerſhip in Portugal. 


The offer proving advantageous, was 


preſently accepted; and Mr. Allerton ſuc-' 


ceeded in trade beyond his moſt ſanguine 
expectations. He had, by this time, three 
children by his wife, with whom he lived 


in the greateſt harmony, enjoying the perfec- 


tion of conjugal happineſs. But this felt» 


city was ruined, by a ſtroke as fatal as un- 
expected, in which he partook of a misfor- 
tune that involved thouſands in inevitable 
ruin, 

« That. terrible Earthquake, which de- 
ſtroyed the greater part of Liſbon, was the 
misfortune I advert to. As this worthy 
man was ſtanding in his dreſſing-room, in 
the morning of the 1ſt of November 1755, he 
was ſurpriſed to find the floor ſhake under 


him. His aſtoniſhment was increaſed, when 


he 


1 OJ 

he perceived the houſe ſuffer a general con- 
cuſſion, the walls opening and ſhutting, and 
the adjacent buildings falling around, with- 
out any ſign of a tempeſt to occaſion ſuch a 
diſaſter. At length his thoughts ſuggeſting 
the true cauſe of theſe phenomena, he en- 
deavoured to make his way to the apart- 
ment where he knew his wife and children 


were. But a part of the edifice falling in, 


ehgaked up the way, and was near burying 
him in the ruins. Nothing row remained, 
but to attend to his own individual preſer- 
vation, which he did, by deſcending a pair 


of marble ſtairs, that led into the garden. 


This he had bur juft ſufficient time to effect, 


before the remainder of his houſe gave way, 
and the whole became a heap of rubbiſh, 
near which he fat, amidſt the horrors of 


Mourning, or mute ſufferers, and the craſh 
of falling buildings. The firſt ſhock being 


over; 
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over; after having made another fruitleſs 


attempt to find his wife and children, part- 


ner, and domeſtics, he concluded them all 
to be loſt, and haſtened to the fields for ſafety. 
There he remained ſecure during the next 
ſhock, nor returned to the city till evening. 
There he wandered amidſt the ruins, for- 
lorn, alone, diſconſolate. He retired to 
the fields to paſs the night; nor for three 
days could he, who before this event was 
worth thouſands, find an habitation. On 
the fourth, among thoſe who ventured to 
return to this ſcene of deſolation, he recog- 
niſed a Portugueſe merchant, whom he had 
known for ſome years, and had formerly 
ſeen in England. 

This worthy man invited Mr. Allerton 


to a houſe of his, ſituate about two miles 


from Liſbon, where he remained until the 


earth was ſettled, at which time ſome of his 
property 
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properfy was preſerved in warehouſes, that, 
though greatly damaged, were not over- 
whelmed with the ſhock. His wife, his 
partner, his ſervants, were buried, together 
with his two eldeſt boys, in the ruins of his 
falling dwelling ; but Providence thought fit 
to preſerve his youngeſt child, who was, at 
that time, in the court-yard before the 
houſe. This infant, then not four years 


old, wandered, he knew not whither,, 


amongſt this ſcene of deſtruction. From 
thence (Heaven directing) he ran into the 
fields, where a young man, of great rank 
and ſpirit, took notice of him, protected 
him, lodged him in the tent which was 
pitched for his accommodation, and kept 
him in ſafety until, being ſeen and claimed, 
he was reſtored to his rejoicing parent. 

& With the aſſiſtance of friends, when all 


things were brought into order, Mr. Aller- 
ron 
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ton once more embarked in bufineſs, in 


which, though not quite ſo ſucceſsful as 


before, he went on with very confiderable 
encouragement. But lately, all things 
ſeemed again to conſpire to diſtreſs him. 
The man who had done him ſo great an 
office of friendſhip, by aſſiſting him in his 
diſtreſs, who lived in the ſame houſe with 
him, and whom he valued as a brother, 
died by a ſtroke of lightning. A ſhip of 
his own, richly laden, froman Engliſh port, 
was burnt at ſea, by which a vaſt property 
lay buried in the waves. But what was a 
blow by far more ſevere than all the reſt, 
what now he deplores,. is the loſs of his 
oaly ſon, whom, but three days fince, the 
old gentleman followed to his grave. | 

This child of misfortune, who in in— 


fancy had been witneſs to ſuch accumulated 


horrors, twice narrowly eſcaped with his 
life. 
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At the age of eighteen, he was ſet 


hte, 
upon by bravoes, deſperately wounded, and 
left for dead, without being able to gueſs 
He was miſ- 
At twenty 


at the cauſe of this violence, 
taken for another perſon. 
five he was deſperately wounded in a duel, 
on adiſpute concerning a lady, to whom he 
then paid his addreſſes. She was after- 
wards married to his rival, and, on that 
account, he vowed never to enter into the 
conjugal ſtate. A few days fince, going on 
board a ſhip in the river Tagus, he ſlipped 
off from a plank, was drawn under the veſſel, 
and unfortunately drowned, 

* Oppreſt with misfortunes, as advanced 
In years, you now behold this good man 
drooping, and, without relative connections. 
No longer a huſband or a father, he has no 
farther proſpect of enjoyment in this world, 
but fixes his only hopes on the diſſolution 

of 


1 


of his mortal frame. The day is not far 


diſtant, when Heaven, in mercy, will put a 


period to his woes, and beſtow its bounty in 
that ſtate, where Virtue aſſuredly meets 
reward. Happy are they who can make 
this their conſolation in the days of afflic- 


tion!“ 


C HAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


The Author and his Aerial Companion arrive in 


Spain. Striftures on the Diſpoſition of the 
Spaniards. Traits of well known Characters. 
E now quitted the ſea-coaſt, and 
Amiel directed the Machine towards 
the Spaniſh dominions. There we beheld 


large cities, overlooked alſo vaſt mountains, 


and uncultivated waſtes. We ſurveyed a 
land, which deſerved to be eſteemed rich in 
itſelf, but is often rendered poor by the 
inert diſpoſition of its inhabitants. A pride, 
which one might almoſt be tempted to 
declare innate, pervades, in a degree, every 
rank, every ſtation in life. Some are proud, 
becauſe they are noble; others no leſs 
haughty, becauſe their anceſtors have been ſo. 


Some are puffed up with the eajoyment of 


favours 


* 


| 
| 


1 | 


favours from miniſters or great men, others 


with the Hopes of them. The rich claim 
reſpe& from the extent of their poſſeſſions. 
The middling ſort pique themſelves on their 
honour ; and-even the pooreſt are proud that 
they are Spaniards, At the fame time, 
from this principle of pride, trade is neg- 
lected, and manufactures droop, whilſt the 
treaſures, which Spain draws from the new 
world, are waſted in purchaſing from foreign 
countries articles which, by induftry and 
application, might be ſupplied in their 
on. 

e ] was reflecting on the ſtate of theſe 
people, their public œconomy, and the 
haughtineſs and jealouſy apparent in their 
private conduct, when we paſſed over 
Madrid, near the Royal Palace. Here we 
perceived a great buſtle. This was not 
occaſioned by buſineſs, but by the attend- 
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ance of a courtly train, all full of ex pecta- 
tions here, as their dependants were when 
they approached them with views of ſolicit- 
ing favours, inſtead of which they were 
often put off with fair promiſes. 

* Among the reſt, I could obſerve a gentle- 
man diſtinguiſhed by his garb as a native of 
Great Britain or America. My companion 
informed me that he was an Engliſhman, 
and a perſon of genius, who, while he tra- 
yelled for his pleaſure, found means to per- 
ſuade the people at home that he was nego- 
tiating matters of ſtate. He wiſhed this 
ſhould be religiouſly believed, though he 
never abſolutely made any ſuch declaration. 

«© Of a verſatile turn of mind, he is one 


of thoſe (ſaid Amiel) who can render him- 


ſelf agreeableevery where. That he has merit 


in a certain line, 1s not to be diſputed. 
That he is not without vanity, reſpecting 
| talents 
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talents of a different nature, is as generally 
allowed. He appears, however, at Madrid, 
in a point of view, ſuperior to any in which 
he had been confidered in England.--Tho', 
in reality, he 1s not employed in the affairs 
of Government, yet it is certain, that the 


eſtimation in which he is held, is ſuch as 


to give him an opportunity of rendering 


ſervices ta many. It would be injuſtice not 
to own that he has more than once uſed 
this influence to a good purpoſe. I will 
give you an inſtance of this kind, which 
Ucſerves remembrance, | 

« This gentleman had not been long at 
Madrid when one L----- , 2. perſon who had 
met with misfortunes in England, came 
over to Spain, with an Iriſnman, who pro- 
miſed to ſettle and provide for him in that 
country. But on the arrival of theſe two 
paſſengers, it proved that the Iriſhman 
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was only an Adventurer, who had noe 


connexion in the country, except with a 


Spaniard of infamous character, who had 
lately been taken up and impriſoned as a 
cheat. The Hibernian, on hearing the 
tidings, diſappeared, leaving his companion 
expoſed to the ills of poverty, having taken 
away the moſt valuable effects belonging to 
him, as well as his own. The unhappy 
L----- was beſides liable to the cenſure of 
the Spaniſh government, as having been 
ſeen in the company of this falſe friend. 
He deſigned to apply to the Engliſh Conſul 
for ſome relief, but was given to underſtand, 
by thoſe about him, that no application of 
that kind would be attended to. Thus 
ſituated, his diſtreſſes daily increaſed, and 
he was, at length, arreſted by the officers 
of Juſtice, and who were about to convey 
him to priſon, when this his generous 


country- 
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countryman, chanced to meet him. Having 
enquired into the circumſtances of the 
affair, he went with L---- before the Corre- 
gidor, nor ceaſed until, by an application 
to the Superior Powers, he gained the 
releaſe of this injured man. His protector 
afterwards took him home to his own houſe, 
where he was ſubſiſted until a handſome 
ſubſcription. was raiſed for him, partly 
amongſt the Spaniards, and partly amongſt 
his countrymen. The Conſul too was at 
length prevailed on to countenance and 
place him in a poſt of ſome profit.- This 
he now enjoys, and thus the evening of his 
days is rendered comfortable. 

«« In ſome other inſtances this gentleman 
has been known to interfere, and, by his in- 
tereſt, to prevent the exertion of the Spaniſh 
laws and their extent of cruelty and oppreſſi- 
on. Tho' not without his foibles, his writings 


have 
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have generally proved the goodneſs of his 


head : That of his heart is beſt evidenced 
by his actions. 


But do you obſerve that thin, high 
cheeked man, who is juſt now buſtling 
through the crowd. He is a native of Narth 
Britain; his name is C----, and it may be 
Juſtly faid, that he is a diſgrace to his 
country. Deſcended of a good family, 
though a younger ſon, he had a plentiful 
fortune. This he diſſipated in luxury, in 
the Engliſh capital. His father having 
paid the debt to Nature, he applied to his 
brother for pecuniary aſſiſtance. This was. 
granted liberally, and diſhpated as profuſely. 
Former extravagances brought on former 
diſtreſſes, and misfortunes were accumu— 
lated on his head. He was arreſted, and 
thrown into priſon for debt. His brother 
relieved him, and beſides, accommodated 
him 


1 
him with a ſum of money for immediate 
purpoſes, and bought him an annuity of 10ol. 
per annum. But this prodigal ſpent his 
money, fold his annuity, and reduced him- 
ſelf to a ſituation as diſagreeable as ever. 
He was again arreſted; again he ſent to his 
brother; but received, as he deſerved, no 
other anſwer than reproaches. | 

« As C.. . . was a man of ſome genius 
and learning, but of ſtill more addreſs, he 
had not lived in the Engliſh metropolis 
without making ſome acquaintance. Among 
theſe was Sylvio, a youth of liberal educa- 
tion and generous diſpoſition, He had not 
been this prodigal's companion in his vices, 
but he reſpected him as a perſon of abilities. 
Poſſeſſed of his diſpoſition, and conſequent- 
ly of the key of his heart, C... forgot 
him not. In the midſt of his diſſipation, 
he never loſt fight of the means of procur- 
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ing the ſupport of his pleaſures, or relief 


from his misfortunes. Acting upon ſuch 


@rinciples, he penned a pathetic letter to 


Sylvio, repreſenting his fituation, and 
at the ſame time pretending to great ex- 
pectations from his relations, Sylvio flew 
to his relief. His debt was immediately 
diſcharged : Nor was this all; far beyond his 
hopes, Aurelia, the ſiſter of this youth, had 
conceived a paſſion for him. When it was 
hinted to him, he pretended he had long 
entertained a ſecret inclination for her, 
which a deſpair of ſucceeding, had been the 
ſole reaſon of his ſmothering.--Both young, 
both inexperienced, and left to their own 


Judgment, the brother and fiſter gave cre- 


dit to his affertions. The purſe of Sylvio 
(the only one whoſe pocket he had not 
drained before) was now continually at his 


ſervice; nor did he reſt until he had ſo re- 
preſented 


11 


preſented matters as to obtain from her 
guardian a conſent to her marriage with 
this unworthy man. The union took place; 
and, at firſt, it ſeemed to be a very happy 
one. It ſeemed, but it was not ſo. C.... 
regarded not the Perſon but the Fortune of 
Aurelia, and he had no ſooner got poſſeſſion 
of the money, than he lighted the wife, 
Long did his virtuous conſort ſuffer unde- 
ſerved indifference, with a patience almoſt 
unparalleled in woman. At laſt, her huſ- 
band becoming her tyrant, fighs and tears 
gave indication of her diſtreſs. It was then 
that Sylvio, too late, rouſed himſelf, inſiſt- 
ing to know the occaſion of her grief, which 
in truth he began to ſuſpect. When he 
was fully poſſeſſed of the ſtory, he ſought 
out his former friend, and expoſtulated 
with him warmly on his behaviour.--High 
words enſued, and ſomething like a chal- 
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lenge paſſed between them. C.. . how 
ever did not chuſe, juſt at that time, to take 
farther notice of the matter. The next 
day he pretended that he was ſent for into 
the country, on particular buſineſs. When 
he was ſuppoſed to be abſent, having been 
at a tavern in Covent-Garden, iſſuing from 
thence, apparently by chance, he met the 
injured Sylvio, with whom he pretended to 
argue in a cool and diſpaſſionate manner 
on the ſubject of their difference. But 
whilſt they were in the midſt of their diſ- 
courſe, this wretch ſuddenly aſſaulted him 
with his ſword, before he had time to draw. 
Mortally wounded, he fell to the ground; 
and C.. . . leaving him in that ſituation, 
repaired to his former houſe. There he 
ſecured the moſt valuable effects he could 
find, fled for his life, and, taking his paſſage 
from Dover to Calais, when the purſuit was 

over, 


1 
F 


1 
over, eſcaped the offended juſtice of his 
country. 
6 Being arrived in France, C... af- 
ſumed another name. He was married to 


a French Lady of fortune, whom, in due 


time, he intended to deſert ; but ſhe died in 


child- bed, and he took poſſeſſion of all that 
belonged to her. | 1 

« Her relations being perſons of con- 
ſequence, made ſome remonſtrances, and 
prepared to prove him an impoſtor.--Well 
knowing that there was a vaſt difference 
between the laws of England and thoſe 
of France, C.... thought it not adviſeable 


to abide a decifion in the latter country. 


Therefore, getting together what effects he 
could, he withdrew to the Spaniſh domi- 
nions. There being unknown, he was re- 


ceived with courteſy ; from former pride of 


his own, he knew how not to offend the 
ARS pride 
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pride of proud men. By an aſſociation of 
haughtineſs, not uncommon with men of a 
certain deſcription, he recommended him- 
ſelf to the Spaniſh nation.--He would fain 
have aſſociated with the literary gentle- 
man, whom I have juſt mentioned ; but 
though he 15 ignorant of the hiſtory of this 
Adventurer, yet his diſcernment has enabled 
him to ſee through the character of the 
perſon.---I can tell you that his proſperity 
here will be of ſhort duration. There are 
thoſe in the train of the Britiſh Ambaſſador 
who know him. Theſe gentlemen keep a 
watchful eye on his actions. He enjoys an 
office under the government, having long 
ſince profeſſed himſelf a Catholic, and he is 
reſolved to make the moſt of it. As neither 
honour nor honeſty are in the catalogue of 
his perfections, he will, in time, be caught 


embezzling the King's money. Eſcaping 


from 
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from juſtice, he will wander a vagrant in a 
mean diſguiſe, and die of want and ſickneſs 
in a diſtant province. In the mean time, 
his brother lives in England, reſpected and 
beloved; and is moſt happy in forgetting 
that ever he had ſuch a worthleſs relation.“ 
Amiel having finiſhed his narration, told 
me his intent was to deſcend, but not in the 
province of Eſtremadura. He choſe to 
direct the Balloon to that of Caſt ille, where, 
having alighted, we ſecured our machine: 
he aſſumed the appearance of a Spaniard, 
and we travelled till we came to a houſe, at 
the door of which the owner was fitting, 
it being after ſun-ſet.--By the In/ignia, I un- 
derſtood it to be an inn, and conſequently 
expected the cuſtomary welcome; but in 
this latter point, I was deceived. The land- 
lord did not ariſe; nor did he take much 
notice 


191 
notice of us, nor pay us any compliment; 
but *©* from this late inclined not.“ 


However, a waiter in a very dirty trim, 


ſhewed us an apartment, none of the hand- 
ſomeſt; where, however, ſome Vidonia 
wine was brought, which had a very good 


flavour.--It is necdlcſs to obſerve, that my 
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companion partook not of this enjoyment. 
However, he remained long enough with 
me to bring me acquainted with my land- 
lord's hiſtory. 


Beſides this waiter, there was another, 


and there were likewiſe two maid ſervants, 
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none of which paid much reſpect to their | 


cuſtomers. On communicating my ſur- 
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priſe at this, Amiel informed me that the 
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waiters were the ſons of our hoſt, one of 
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the females his daughter, and the- other his 
niece, © and the whole groupe, ſaid Amiel, | 
are proud beyond meaſure, of being deſ- 
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cended from a younger branch of a noble 


Caſtillian family, that flouriſhed about the 
middle of the laſt century. While he yet 
ſpoke, our landlord came into the apart- 
ment where we were ſetting; having occa- 
ſion to open an eſcritoir, which ſtood there 
for ſome papers.--I reſolved to endeavour 
entering into a diſcourſe with him, and 
began with ſome common place obſerva- 
tions; but to theſe he ſcarcely vouch- 
ſafed me one anſwer. Amiel then accoſted 
him by aſking, whether he was not called 
Don Rodrigo Pedro Alvarez Lorenzo Gor» 
maz de Caſtro.--The old gentleman's eyes 
ſparkled at hearing the queſtion, to which he 
immediately replied in the affirmative, and 
entered into a converſation with my com- 
panion, who pretended to have been an old 
ſchool-fellow of his, and thus led him on 


to recite the principal events of his life, 


- expreſſing 
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expreſſing a curiofity to know what had 


befallen him after he left the ſchool, and 
by what means he came to keep this houſe 
of accommodation; Don Rodrigo Pedro 


Alvarez Lorenzo Gormaz de Caſtro deign- 


ed to give us the narrative of his adventures 


in the following words: * You know that 


J went to ſchool at Seville, where my 


parents were ſettled ; and I remained there 
with the view of being ſent to the Univerſity 
of Saragoſſa. But my father being diſap- 
pointed in his expectations of obtaining a 
penfion from the King, (though it has 
generally been acknowledged, that few 
families have more intereſt at court than 
that of De Caſtro) I was obliged to lay 
aſide theſe hopes. My mother died whilſt 
I was an infant; and I loſt my father, juſt 
before I came of age. He had little coin 
to leave me, but he bequeathed me a ſpirit, 


and 
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and an honourable name. He charged me 
m his dying moments to ſupport the dig- 
nity of a family which had never yet been 
ſullied by any meanneſs, and I promiſed 
to obey him. I had an uncle, a canon of 
the church, who for the preſent took care 
of me, and at that time wiſhed me to chuſe 
out ſome profeſſion. 1 was not inclined to 
any trade ; and it did not fall out that my 
kinſman's. intereſt went any farther than 
the eccleſiaſtical. line. This by no means 
ſuiting me, I was much at a loſs to fix my 
choice. 5 

« But in the mean time it happened, that 
Don Ximenes de Mendoſa, a gentleman of 
noble birth and generous diſpoſition, who 
ſometimes honoured the canon with his 
preſence, ſaw and took a liking to me.--He 
told my uncle, he would charge himſelf 


with the advancement of my fortunes, if I 
| would 
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would conſent to ſerve him in the capacity 
of his ſecretary. To this, I readily. con- 
ſented, and went with him to Madrid with 
the approbation of the canon. 
« When I came to the capital, a new 


ſcene opened itſelf upon my view. 
Don Ximenes liberally ſupplied me with 
money. I muſt acknowledge, that I fell into 
ſeveral extravagances. Among the reſt, I 
was ſtrongly attached to women, a weak- 
neſs that ſometimes brought me into diſa- 
greeable circumſtances.. 

cc Once I remember, in particular, I 
introduced myſelf to the company of a 
young woman, whom I ſuppoſed to be re- 
turning on a ſummer morning from con-- 


feſſion. 


vant, who affected to think me rude in 


She was attended by a maid ſer- 


ſpeaking to her miſtreſs. The lady too, at 


firſt, appeared ſhy ; but, on converſing 
farther 


J-- 
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farther with her, I found her grow, by 


degrees, more free. I prevailed on her to 
lift up her veil, and give me a ſight of her 
face.---She was extremely handſome, and 
I was charmed with her black ſparkling 


eyes, and caught ir the jetty locks that 


wantoned in her neck. The lady, doubt- 
leſs, ſoon perceived her Conqueſt, and re- 
ſolved to make the moſt of it. When I 
offered to attend her home, ſhe threw many 
obſtacles in the way ; but, at laſt, acknow- 


ledging that ſhe was a widow, and lived by 


herſelf, I preſſed till I gained her conſent 
to accompany her. 

„After traverfing ſeveral ſtreets, we at 
laſt arrived in one which ſtood in a retired 
part of the city. On my entrance I was in- 
troduced into a handſome room, which I 
found to be one of ſeveral on the firſt floor. 
A ſervant attended us. with ſome wine; and 

the 
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which ſhe alſo partook freely, ſeemed to 


enliven her converſation. I grew more 


amorous, and ſhe more yielding. At length 
the maid ſervant withdrew, and we were 
left by ouriclves. After urging. a little, 
I prevailed on her to ſuffer me to paſs the 


night with her, and fancied myſelf happy 
in her embraces. But about day-break, the 


next morning, I was alarmed with a violent 


knocking at the chamber door: I heard a 


man, with a rough voice, calling aloud to 


my companion, and threatening to burſt it 


open. What is the meaning of all this, 


(demanded I) are you married ?---She an- 


ſwered in the negative, ſaying. it muſt cer- 


tainly be ſome miſtake. I replied, that was 


not likely, as the intruder called. her. by 


name. Liſtening attentively, as ſhe pre- 


tended, ſhe exclaimed, I have told you 


truly, 


the lady laid afide her veil. The glaſs, of | 
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truly, indeed, that I have no huſband, but 


1 this is my brother: if he finds you here, 
un we ſhall both be murdered. I was prepar- 
th ing to reſiſt, when ſhe told me it was in 
11 vain, as ſhe was ſure he was not unattended, 
44 begging of me for Heaven's ſake to preſerve 


both her and myſelf, by eſcaping a way ſhe 
* pointed out to me; this was, to deſcend 


1e | 

from a back window. As there was no 
It 4 | ey s 

time to be loſt, hearing now a number of 
a. : bs 

voices, and perceiving the door was about 
0 | | 
| to be forced open, I followed Ifidora's direc- 
K 


tion, and was perſuaded to let myſelf down 
> by a cord, in my ſhirt, the lady promiſing 
the maid ſhould throw my clothes after me, 
as I could not ſtay to put them on. I 
alighted on a pent-houſe, from which I made 


my way into a neighbouring ſtable-yard. 


I had ſcarcely got down before I thought I 
heard both my miſtreſs and her ſervant 
| laughing, 


1 168 ] 
laughing, and afterwards plainly ſaw the 
former come to the window, from whence 
ſhe had perſuaded me to take my departure. 
I then called aloud to her for my clothes, 
but received no anſwer. The rope had 
been drawn up and all made faſt within, ſo 
that it was now but reaſonable to think, I 
had been the dupe of my credulity. Whilſt 
I was in this ſituation, the ſervants of the 
inn riſing to their work, obſerved me 
and I ſoon found myſelf the object of their 
ridicule, I therefore haſtened from this 
ſpot, the witneſs of my ſhame, and retired 
to the houſe of a young acquaintance of 
mine, where I was preſently accommodated 
with neceſſary habiliments. He could not, 
however, help indulging his mirth a little 
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at my expence. But, after all was over, he 

very naturally enquired whether 1 had left 

any thing ?--But as my clothes, my pocket- | 
book, 
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book, in which were ſeveral notes of value, 
ſome of which belonged to Don Ximenes, I 
now recollected had been left in one of my 
pockets, and the lady had beſides taken 
care to eaſe me of my caſh. Theſe circum- 
ſtances conſidered, we determined on apply- 
ing to the Corregidor; and I, with ſome 
difficulty, prevailed on myſelf that night, 
to diſcloſe what muſt at laſt be known to 
my employer, in order to be backed by his 
authority, He gave me only a gentle re- 
buke, though I deſerved a more ſevere one, 
and the intended application was made, 
We went with the Officers of Juſtice, and 
ſurrounded the houſe, but, to my diſap- 
pointment, found it empty. Ifidora had 
quitted it, as we were given to underſtand, 
the very morning of my diſgrace ; and, as 
it was impoſſible to tell whither ſhe was 


gone, there was no remedy.---Nor did the 
miſchief | 
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miſchicf end here; for two nights after- 
wards I was near lofing my life, as I had 
loſt my property, in conſequence of this 
adventure, A perſon-of a military appear- 
ance walked up to me, as I was returning 
home from a viſit, and demanded whether 
my name was not De Caſtro ? When replied 
in the affirmative, he ſaid he could tell me 
news of Iſidora, and immediately advanced 
ſo cloſe to me, that his behaviour begat 
ſuſpicion. I ſept back, and drew my 
ſword, at the moment when he thought to 
have ſtabbed me with his ſtiletto. On this 
the ruffian gave a fignal, when two others 


came up to his affiſtance.---I thought, ſaid 


be, to have revenged her cauſe myſelf, on. 


him who ſeeks her deſtruction; but, as I am 
prevented, my friends ſhall ſhare the deed. 
They accordingly all attacked me. I 


wounded the firſt aſſailant, (mortally as it 


appeared) 


— — obs; 
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appeared) and defended myſelf, until I fell 


ſenfeleſs to the ground, having received 
many ſtabs in different parts of the body. 


In ſhort, theſe aſſaſſins left me for dead; 


but ſome gentlemen paſling that way, the 
next morning early, and finding me ſtill 
breathing, cauſed me to be conveyed to a 


ſurgeon's, and taken proper care of. I re- 


covered from my wounds but flowly, and 


for ſome time was concealed from Don 
Ximenes, who was at a loſs to gueſs what 
was become of me, being willing to trouble 
him as little as poſſible with the misfor- 
runes into which my own folly had plung- 
ed me. However, a common friend of 
both having got intelligence of my fituation 
and place of reſidence, acquainted this 
worthy man with every circumſtance. He 
immediately viſited me, and upbraided me 
in the: moſt cordial manner for my apparent 
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1 
want of confidence in him, and cauſed me 
to be removed to his houſe, where I met 
with the moſt tender treatment. 

“ This miſad venture proved ſuch a warn- 
ing to me, as prevented me, at leaſt, from 
throwing myſelf again into the ſame danger- 
ous fituation. In the mean time, if I could 
rave enjoyed any real ſatisfaction from 
revenge, I might have been highly gratified. 
The man who firſt aſſaulted me was taken, 
as he was crawling away wounded, Though 
there was no rational hope to be entertain- 
ed of his outliving his hurts, yet upon the 
conditional promiſe of a pardon, he inform- 
ed againſt his two accomplices, and diſco» 
vered the place of Ifidora's retreat. The 
former were ſoon after taken and executed, 
the latter, againſt whom there were ſome 
capital charges, being an infamous woman, 


who entertained bravoes, fled for her life. 
She 


n 


1 

She eſcaped the hands of Juſtice; but a 
purſuit being raiſed after a felon, in a diſtant 
province whither ſhe was retired, the fright 
the was in at the fight of certain officers of 
Juſtice proved fatal to her. Theſe men 
obſerving that ſhe and a male companion of 
her's avoided them, reſolved to follow.--- 
Ifidora perceiving this, being confirmed in 
her fears, that ſhe fled with ſo much preci - 
pitation that ſhe fell headlong into a pitfall, 
which ſhe ſaw not, till it was too late to 
avoid it. She diſlocated her neck by the 
fall, and thus put an end at once to her life 
and her vices in their mid career. 

J remained with my worthy patron for 
ſome years, during which time I poſſeſſed 
all the enjoyments that I could reaſonably 
expect, being ſupplied with all that his 
table could afford, and accommodated, be- 
ſides, 
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fides, with coin for my expences, dealt out 


with an unſparing hand. 


„He had by no means forgotten his 


promiſe of promoting my fortune and 1 
well knew that he was bringing about this 
his benevolent purpoſe; when Fate ſnatched 
him off, yet in the vigor of a middle age. 
An apoplectic fit put an end to his life, 
and left his affairs in the hands of a kinſ- 
man, who was not at all akin to him in 
virtue or generoſity. 

© The deceaſed having made no will, 
this young 'man found every thing at his 
own diſpoſal, which he had great reaſon to 
think would never have been the caſe, had 
matters fell out otherwiſe. Don Marcello, 
as he was called, ſoon ſhewed the little 


regard he entertained for his uncle's memo- 


ry, by lighting his friends, and diſcharg- 


ing the greater part of his old domeſtics. 
| As 


Cons 1 


As to me, I was looked upon as a rent 


charge, and I was preſently diſmiſſed, 
without the leaſt confideration. 

Thus was I left to myſelf and the 
wide world, poſſeſſed only of a ſmall. ſum 
that by chance remained by me at the death- 
of my employer. I have already ſaid, that 
trade was diſguſtful to me. But, notwith- 
ſtanding my love of pleaſure, I had im- 
proved myſelf in ſome uſeful branches of 
learning, during the leiſure hours which 
my late employment afforded me. I looked 
out, therefore, among the acquaintance 
which I had acquired fince I came to the 
capital, for a ſtewardſhip or agency to ſome 
nobleman or gentleman. 


© Some months clapſed before any thing 


of this ſort offered; and, in the mean time, 


I was often reduced to ſtraits from which I 


could not cafily extricate myſelf. I was 


forced 


1 x74 ] 
forced to aſk the aſſiſtance of my intimates, 
ſome of whom could not think of parting 
with any thing, though even by way of 
loan. Others, who had carried their heads 
rather high, were equally diſpleaſed to 
confeſs an inability, which the former diſ- 
ſembled, 

At length I was delivered from this 
anxious ſtate, by a young man's aſſiduity in 
my behalf, on whom I had formerly can- 
ferred ſome little favours. He informed 
me one day with your pleaſure, that he had 
heard of a place for me. It was to be a 
ſteward to an old lady, whole eſtates had 
been very ill looked after, ſo that much 
Care was neceſſary to bring all things into 
order, I was informed that ſhe had many 
particularities ; but this information af- 
fected me but little, fince, as I was not to 


be conſidered as a domeſtic, I had no reaſon 
to 


5 


PR 


WE 
to ſuppoſe I ſhould have any thing to do 


with her ladyſhip's family aeconomy. 


«When I was introduced to Donna 
Lorenza, ſhe briefly informed me of the 
confuſion in which ſhe found her affairs 
were involved, and delivered me a roll of 
parchments and ſome collateral writings ne- 
ceſſary for my bufineſs.---My eſtates (ſaid 
ſhe) are large, but matters are in great con- 
fuſion, as I have told you. Nevertheleſs, 
as I regarded myſelf only, the matter would 
give me but little concern, as I am ads 
vancing in years, and have more, than a 
futhciency in ready caſh to. ſupply myſelf 
for the remainder of my life, even if thoſe 
eſtates ſhould not bring me in a dollar ; but 
I have a kinſwoman, whom I confider in the 
light of a daughter. My fiſter's child, my 
neareſt relation, ſhe claims my care, and to 
her I ſhall bequeath my fortunes, whenever 
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J am called from this earthly ſcene. For 


her ſake, therefore, I wiſh you to be care- 
ful in your undertaking ; whilſt I, .on my 
part, am endeavouring to diſcharge the 
duty I owe to poſterity. 

«© I was pleaſed with the principles of 
the old lady ; I was ſatisfied with the an- 
nual ſum allotted me; and I entered on 
my office with alacrity and ſatisfaction. 

66 found much to do, and much to un- 
do. But my aſſiduity was ſuch, that by 
collecting old debts, ſettling the accounts 
with tenants, cauſing premiſes to be put in 
proper repair, diſmiſſing the idle, and en- 
couraging the induſtrious, within the com- 


paſs of a twelvemonth, I had nearly ſet all 


to rights. 


«© Donna Lorenza expreſſed her great 
ſatisfaction at finding what I had done. She 
extolled my abilitics, and admired my in- 

| tegrity. 
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tegrity. I had often had occaſion, in the 
courſe of my neceſſary interviews with the 
old lady, to obſerve a ſort of friendly par- 
tiality, as I conſtrued it, which ſhe ap- 
peared to entertain in my favour. One 
day ſhe aſked me to dine with her ; and, in 
the afternoon, began a diſcourſe which 
gave me hints that ſhe was not ſo old as to 
be without thoughts of a ſecond matrimo- 
nial connexion. TI was too well acquainted 
with the ſex to expreſs any ſurprize at 
this: but I was rather aſtoniſhed when TI 
found, by her manner of behaviour, that 
ſhe wiſhed to make me maſter of thoſe 
eſtates which I had regulated for her. For 


the preſent I diſſembled my knowledge of 


this circumſtance ; but Donna Lorenza re- 
peatedly invited me to her houſe, generally 


entering upon the topic of marriage, and 


conducting herſelf in ſuch a manner, as 
14 ſhewed 
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E 
ſhewed ſhe was reſolved I ſhould not long 
plead ignorance. 

During theſe viſits, ſhe gave orders to 
be denied to every body ; but at one of 
them, her maid ſervant, by miſtake, admit- 
ted her niece Leonora, the perſon whoſe 
abſence was moſt defirable, to her kinſ- 
woman. I was ſtruck with the beauty and 
manners of this young lady, of whom her 
aunt had lately brought herſelf to ſpeak but 
in a ſlighting manner. The old gentlewo- 
man perceived this, and did all in her power 
to call off my attention from this agreeable 
object. Leonora ſeemed at once pleaſed, 
yet fearful of the attention I paid her; at 
the ſame time, ſhe took ſome opportunities 
of ſeconding the handſome things Donna 


Lorenza ſaid of me, in regard to the diſ- 


charge of my duty. After this interview, 
being ſmitten with the charms of the niece, 
the 


"3a 
C10 3 'K 
3 the forward advances of the aunt became 


more and more diſagreeable to me. In the 


interim, I had found means to convey letters 44 
J to the young lady, who was lodged at the N 
: houſe of an old female that ſerved as a id 
LI Duenna, but was not incorruptible by gold. 
| Theſe were as favourably received as could: 
= be expected. But, in the mean time, I found f | 
20 my patroneſs ſo preſſing, that I ſcarcely Al 


knew in what manner to behave to her. I I 
diſſembled, however, as much as I was able, 
having ſufficient reaſon to expect that the 

leaſt affront would be equally fatal to my 

intereſt and that of the lovely Leonora, 

whom I was meditating the means of carry- 

ing off, with her own conſent, to make 

her my wife. But Donna Lorenza, at laſt, 
demanding of me a direct anſwer, I ſaw no 

other way left but to pretend accepting an 


offer, apparently ſo much to my advantage, 


depending 
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depending that the rank and ſex of my en- 


amoured lady would not, by any means, 


admit of her preſſing expedition in an affair 


of this nature. 


Unſuſpecting the inter- 
courſe between her niece and me, the old 
gentlewoman teſtified the utmoſt ſatisfac- 
tion at the ſeeming chearfulneſs with which 
I accepted the honour of becoming her 
conſort, at the fame time I was planning 
means for poſſeſſing myſelf of the beauti- 
ous niece. Leonora, on her part, was not 
at all backward in co-operating with me. 
She won over the oid Ducnna, and all was 
zuft ready to be put in execution, when I 
was informed that her aunt had introduced 
a lover to her, a young gentleman newly 
come to a great fortune. This information, 
however, ſcrved only to ſpur me on the 
more ardently to haſten the intended elope- 
ment. My fond miſtreſs (whom I had 
before 
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before viſited in private) was ready, at an 


hour appointed, to put herſelf under my 


protection, and to fly with me whereſoever 


I pleaſed.- -The time fixed upon was one 


o'clock in the morning, and I ſet out early 


enough, attended by a ſervant, but an un- 


lucky fall from my horſe, in which I ſtrain- 


ed my ancle, occaſioned ſuch a delay, that 
it was three before we arrived at the place 
of our deſtination. Leonora, at firſt, gently 
upbraided me for the delay, which had 
kept us ſo long in anxious expectation, but 
the idea was ſoon loft when I informed her 
of the occaſion. All things being prepared, 
and my miſtreſs mounted, diſguiſed in men's 


apparel, we ſect off with a briſk pace. But 


before we had gone many yards, we were 


overtaken by two horſemen, who furi- 
ouſly engaged us. I had the fortune to 


wound one of them, whilſt my ſervant en- 
countered 
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14S countered the other, who no ſooner perceiv- 
' [Fi ed this, than he turned his horſe's head, 


clapped ſpurs to him, and rode off at 
full ſpeed. Leonora, who had fainted 
when the combat began, informed me the 
. wounded man, who lay ſenſeleſs on the 
"_ q 18 ground, was the lover-ſhe had mentioned. 
bt When I looked upon him, I found it was 
no other than Don Marcello. Having 
made this diſcovery I thought proper to 
leave him, as hearing the ſound of horſes 


| | hoofs I doubted not but his ſervant was re- 
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if F turning to ſuccour him. This event (as I 
1 4 had reaſon to judge the hurt Marcello had 
: 1 | 15 received to be mortal) diverted our Journey, 
1 which was intended for the capital, to 
! another courſe.--At the inſtance of Leonora, 


| we turned off towards the refidence of a fe- 
'* male friend of ours, whoſe brother, ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe was aſſured would afford us an honour- 
1 able 
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able reception and neceſſary protection. On 


our arrival there, I found that my miſtreſs 
was not deceived. Her friend Iſabella pre- 
ſented us to her brother, and only relation, 
Don Vincentio, under whofe patronage we 
were united in the bonds of matrimony. 
But ſoon after, we received the diſagreeable 
tidings of Marcello's death. His friends, 
talked of purſuing me to the uttermoſt, for 
this misfortune of his own ſeeking. It ap- 
peared that he had come to the ſpot, with 
a defign to ſcrenade Leonora at that early 
hour ; but hearing the ſound of perſons ap- 
proaching, he and his ſervant had retired to 
lie in ambuſh, in a place from whence they 
obſerved all that was going forward, and 
acted as has been already related, 

Don Vincentio reſolved to uſe all his 
intereſt at Court to prevent the ill effects of. 
this accident, and to enſure our return with 

honour 


— 2 — * + — f 
r ˙ II - 


| 3 Lo of Eb 4. 21 - 


r nr I A 
For £ 2..+- 


r — 2 
SRI Ib 


a 4 — + we 4 


— 


——ũ— — 


4 rr . 
— PSY — 
> Wn I 
n — * * 


L 184 ] 
honour and ſafety to the metropolis. But 
failing in this, he accommodated us with 
preſent money, and leſt my retreat with him 
ſhould be ſuſpected, adviſed me to retire to 
ſome other province. Accordingly I pitched 
on this of Caſtille, and came hither with 
my faithful Leonora, who was at that time 
pregnant. 

This worthy man had promiſed that 
we ſhould hear from time to time, and that 


he would be indefatigable in labouring for 


our advantage. He kept his word, as long 
as Heaven indulged him with life ; but this 


"4+ 
2 „ 
1 
45 
— 
* 
* 
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was only for a ſhort ſpace after his ac- 
quaintance with me and my misfortunes, 
Having an intrigue with a young lady, 
which, like ine, was diſapproved of by the 
relations of his miſtreſs, who had intro- 
duced another lover of their own chuſing, 


a challenge 


10 J 


à challenge enſued between them, and Don 
Vincentio fell in the combat. 

ce IT had ſincerely watered thoſe tidings 
with my tears, when I heard that Donna 
Lorenza had died ſuddenly, and that her 
eſtates were ſequeſtered into the hands of 
government. Theſe were uncomfortable 
tidings to me; and what added to my anxi- 
ety was, the conſideration that I was ſtill 
liable to be called in queſtion for the death 
of Don Marcello, though what I had done 
was in my own defence. % 

Leonora would have perſuaded me to 
quit Spain, till this affair could be ſettled. 
But that was what I could not conſent to, 
as I muſt be moſt unhappy if I left her be- 
hind me; and ſhe was too far gone in her 
pregnancy for me to think of her accom- 
panying me in my flight to another coun- 
try. 
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© T had yet another friend who urged 


ſolicitations in my behalf, but (as I after- 
wards underſtood) was put off with evaſions 


by the Miniſter, In the mean time, whilſt 


I waited for the event, my retreat being 
diſcovered, 'I was ſeized by the officers of 
Juſtice, a ſpecial order having been ſent 
from Court to the Governor of the province 
for this purpoſe. 

46 was, in conſequence, confined in tho 
common priſon, in an apartment which 
might well deſerde the name of a dungeon, 
though I paid a high price far the privilege 
of being lodged in it. Here I was to re- 
main till T could be conveniently ſent, with 
other priſoners, to Madrid. During this 
interval, my beloved conſort, who had been 
almoſt diſtracted at the accident, in ſpite of 
a conſequent violent indiſpoſition, obtained 


leave to attend me in the priſon, whither 


ſhe 
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ſhe conſtantly reſorted, till untimely labour 
pains came upon her.---Her former fright 
and late fatigue occaſioned her being deli- 
vered of a dead child, and ſhe herſelf ex- 
pired ſoon after. 

« Whilſt I was overwhelmed with the 
grief occaſioned by this unhappy event, I 
was ſent to Madrid, where I experienced 
another month's cloſe confinement, I then 


appeared before my Judges, and after a 


long hearing, I was ſet at liberty; but the 


eſtates were ſtill kept in tie hands of go- 


vernment. 

ce When I was releaſed, nib deprived 
of all that was dear to my ſoul, in the loſs 
of Leonora, and ruined in my expected 
fortunes, I looked on myſelf as no other 
than a wanderer in my native country. I 
would have quitted it now willingly, but 


from this I. was diſſuaded by my friend, 


Who 
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who gave me a ſmall portion of land in 
this province. Here I lived retired for 
fome years, and entertained the idea of re- 
maining a widower all the remainder of my 
days. But Deſtiny had ordered it other- 
wiſe. In proceſs of time, Don Vincentio 
died, and his. next heir deprived me of the 
gift of his predeceſſor, pleading a right ſo 
to do, which I had it not well in my power 
to diſpute. 

J was, however, perſuaded to take a 
journey to the Capital, in order to try what 
could be done on this occaſion. But, on 
my way, I was taken very ill, and obliged 
to ſtop at this very houſe, which was ther 
kept by the brother of her whom Heaven 
had determined to be my ſecond wife. 
Being of a free and open diſpoſition, he did 


not adopt the jealouſies ſo common to our 
nation. I had a fight of his ſiſter, who I 
thought 


1 
thought bore a reſemblance to Leonora both 
in her perſon and manners. I had the good 
fortune to be pleaſing in her eyes, and the 
great and difintereſted care the family cauſed 
to be taken of me, demanded my gratitude, 
Friendſhip and love ſucceeded, as I reco- 
vered; and I was eafily perſuaded to be 
joined in marriage to Margaretta, whom I 
received from the bands of her brother; 
and my application at Madrid not ſucceed- 
ing, I returned, and remained here till his 
death, when I became the maſter of this man- 
nion, where I have fixed the ultimatum of my 
fortunes. My ſecond wife was deſcended 
of a Caſtillian family. Nobility, though 
removed to ſome diſtance, could be proved in 
the deſcent of us both. She 1s now no more, 
and I fulfil the charge of providing for our 
offspring with chearfulneſs, whilſt I am 
obliged, as you ſee, to diſpenſe with ſome 


of 


irrer 
SS | % 
x : og bd + a» 


— 
— 1 <8 * — 
————— 4 


$4 


KS 


2 — N «ap , 
5 * 9 — 2 p ” ow 
2 —ů irony 
— —ꝛ— — — — = 
A + 1 


> 


- Z— LCC” TS 


CASIIGYDS 
cr 
> >. 


"» a1 

SS 
< Rana 
— _ 


——_S -—— 


—"_— 
- — — 
3 


3 
4 I 


— * „ 


* hg * 
9 3 > 
TT * 


r ». 4. © 


= 


__ . 
— 
- 
Ss 


a 


3 > Inn 


— — 
LE 
A 
. 2 


I DO + x ES) 
* 
ee Tons; 


= 4 
* 
Bs 7 « — 
— — EO_ — — — * 


C 190 7 
of our rigid rules, in order to make them ; 
uſeful in the œconomy of our little fa- 
mily.” 

The above recital, which had a remark- 
able intermixture of good ſenſe, on the one 
hand, and habitual notions, on the other, 
ſuch as Reaſon itſelf had not been able to 
counteract, gave me great pleaſure, This 
was enhanced BV our hoſt's ſuppoſed friend 
informing him, that the ſpot of land, his 
former refidence, was again reſtored to 
him ; and that the Court, compaſſionating 
the misfortunes he had ſuffered, had reſoly- 
ed to ſettle a ſmall penſion on him, to aſſiſt 


him in the maintenance of himſelf and his 


family. | 

The good man received theſe tidings 

with demonſtrations of joy, and left us, in 

order to communicate them to his ſon and 

niece. Amiel took this opportunity of 
b | quitting 


[ 192 ] 
quitting my company, obſerving, that after 
what had paſſed, it was almoſt needleſs to 


tell me I was ſafe with my hoſt, who had 


given me a true relation of his adven- 
tures. | 

After having partaken of a better ſupper 
than I thought I had reaſon to expect, I 
retired to reſt, as I had been accuſtomed to 
do, not fearing, but wml et- my 
affable and truſty familiar ſpirit the next 
morning. 

But, about three o'clock, I began to 
think that Amiel had reſolved, for ſome 
particular reaſon, to pay me a viſit before 
the appointed time; for at that time I 
heard ſomething gliding into my room, 
which indeed ſurpriſed, though it did not 


alarm me. 
The ſuppoſed * croſſing the room, 
drew a chair, and ſeated himſelf by my bed- 
ſide, 
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[192 J 
fide, where he began a diſcourſe, which I 
foon perceived he meant to addreſs to a 
female. It is not the part of Amiel (ſaid 
I to myſelf) either to be in love, or to miſ- 
take the perſon to whom he 1s addreſſing 
himſelf.” A moment convinced me that it 
was, in reality, no other than Sanchez the 
ſon of my Hoſt, who imagined himſelf diſ- 
courſing with his coufin Iſabella. Unde- 
ceiving him, I promiſed not to diſcover any 
thing which I had heard fall from 'him, 
which was ſufficient to poſſeſs me of the 


fecret, that he loved his fair kinſwoman. 
He then informed me that he had for ſome 


time addrefled this female; but unknown 


to his father, who had been very preſſing 


with him to marry into a rich family, 
whoſe wealth might tend to the advanc- 
ing his fortune. He added, that though 
Iſabella was moſt chaſte, and his deſigns 
8 moſt 


( 193 J 

moſt honourable, yet ſhe had permitted 
him, for privacy's ſake, thus to diſcourſe 
with her in her chamber;--and to this 
chamber it happened that his ſiſter, unknown 
to him, had prepared for me the preceding 
morning. 2 30 

I repeated my aſſurances of keeping his 
ſecret, but could not give any great enco- 
miums on the lady's prudence in admitting 
ſuch meetings. At length he unfolded 
himſelf farther, and confeſſed that they 
were privately married ; but the ceremony 
being performed by a Proteſtant Clergy- 


man, could not be binding, unleſs repeated 


by one of the Romiſh religion. 

| Having communicated thus much to 

me, he left me again to my repoſe, which 

I enjoyed ſweetly till the Orient ſun peep- 

ed in at my windows. Ariſing, I opened 

them, and viewed one of the fineſt proſpects 
5 K Jever 
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Jever remember to have beheld, at the 
ſame time that the breezes wafted odours 
ſtolen from aromatic plants and flowers, 
moſt grateful to the ſenſe. Hills, vales, 
woods, and ſtreams, enriched the landſcape ; 
and the warbling of birds from the neigh- 
bouring thickets delighted my ear with the 
genuine muſic of Nature.---Whilſt 1 was 
intent upon this ſcene, I obſerved a ſhining 
body, at a conſiderable diſtance, rifing ma- 
jeſtically in the air, and moving towards 
me. As this approached, I eaſily diſcovered 
it was our Aeroſtatic Machine. Purſuing 
it with my eye attentively, I perceived it 
to fall among a cluſter of trees to the North- 


ward. Not doubting but this was a ſignal 


for me to repair to the place, I ſettled with 
my hoſt, took my leave of him and the fa- 
mily, telling him in Engliſb, that my com- 
panion was already gone before me, by my 
| deſire, 


nn 


deſire, to provide quarters for us, being 


acquainted with the country. | 

My haſte, and De Caſtro's accuſtomed 
good manners, prevented any farther en- 
quiries. I ſet forward to the ſpot where I 
had obſerved the Balloon deſcend, and there 
found Amiel waiting for me. He ſmiled at 
my relation of the- morning's adventure, 
telling me it was his foreſight that ſome- 
thing of this kind would happen, which 
occafioned his reminding me, that I was ſafe 
in the houſe where I reſted the preceding 
night. „But (added he) I was rather in- 
clined to haſten your departure, as I know 
ſome confuſion will happen this morning, 
arifing from a diſcovery of Sanchez's mar- 
riage with Tſabella, owing to a confeſſion 
extorted from herſelf, in conſequence of 2 


note being dropped out of her pocket. Bred 


as they were together, it was natural for 
them 
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them to contract an inclination for each 


other. It was much more ſo, at leaſt then, 


for De Caſtro, at his years, to conceive a 
paſhon for his niece; yet ſuch is the frailty 
of mortals. This is the chief reaſon of his 
wiſhing his ſon to pitch on another perſon 
for his conſort. But the whole of this 1s 
a ſecret to the family, as the noble inn- 
keeper has wiſely reſolved never to diſcloſe 
his unlucky paſſion for ſo near a relation. 
Yet his jealouſy is ſuch, that he will for 
ſome time baniſh his ſon from his preſence, 
and confine his niece on this account. Nor 
will he ſuffer them to be united accord- 
ing to the laws of the country, during 
his life-time. The conſequence wall be, 
that the young couple will fly to England, 
and there again you will meet them. Fatal 
flight to De Caſtro ! to whoſe days vexa- 
tion, conſcious ſhame, - and diſappointed 
love, 


( wy ] 


love, or dotage, (call it which you pleaſe) 
will effectually put an end, by a ſickneſs 
incurable, becauſe ariſing from a ſource 
unknown. 
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Adventure in the Pyrenean Mountains. The 
Aerial Travellers enter France. Arrive at 


Paris. Anecdotes of a French Lady. 


HEN Amiel was thus diſcourſing, 
our Machine turned towards the Py- 
reneans.---- Theſe form a vaſt range of 
Mountains which, viewed from the ſurface 
of the earth, ſhew like a ſtupendous pile 
that, penetrating the clouds , ſeems to pierce 
the æthereal ſky. But ſuch was our height 
in the Atmoſphere, that they appeared 


| ſcarcely as large as ſo many ant-hills, and 


their long projected ſhade was loſt. 
Here, for a while, we hovered, my con- 
ductor wiſhing me to obſerve, from this 


elevation, the ſituation of various ſurround- 
ing 


19 } 


ing kingdoms.--** The Sovereigns of thoſe 
States (ſaid he) you well know, are fre- 
quently warring upon one another to gain 


tracks of land, for which they have no oc+ 
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poſſeſſion of dominions more extenſive than 


ſpace on the Globe, which, of itſelf, is but 
a point in. the vaſt extent of the Univerſe. 


they know how to govern with propriety | ; 
Yet cities are ſacked, whole countries ruin- 1 | 
ed, and the very face of nature is disfigured, 5 N 
for what they really want not, for what | 
they cannot enjoy. Such is the thirſt of , z 
power, ſuch is the inſatiable ambition of * 
mortals. Thus they contend for a ſmall ö 


Scattered among theſe Mountains, there 
exiſt a far different ſort of perſons. Un- 
knowing the luxuries of life, they are con- | 
tentcd with the gifts of nature, where yet | | 
ſhe is far from being moſt bountiful, Theſe- | | 
ar- 
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are the very children of ſimplicity: but 
ſuch are not all the ſons of men that make 
this their place of reſidence. Some here, t 
though of a Religious Order, who conceive 
themſelves little bound by profeſſions, ex- | 


hibit a different line of conduct. But deſcend, 
and enter yonder building, whilſt I hover 
at a diſtance. I will give a ſignal when I 


expect you to return. 

The Machine being lowered, ! alighted 
accordingly, and proceeded towards an edi- 
fice, which was built in that which is called 
the Gothic, but more properly termed the 
Saracen ſtyle of architecture, lofty and ex- 
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tenſive. The gates were opened, and I ap- 
proached with confidence.--At my entrance 
1 was met by a young man, in the habit of 
his Order, which pointed out to me that 
this place was of Religious inſtitution. He 
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welcomed me with a D which TI 
could 


= av 

could ſcarcely have expected from one of 
thoſe whom we generally ſuppoſe to be en- 
tirely detached from the manners of this 
world, and all concerned in it. But I was 
not long ſuffered to employ myſelf in theſe 
reflections. This young man ſoon after in- 
troduced me to the reſt of his brethren, who 
received me, not only with civilty, but even 
with a courtly politeneſs. 

The infide of the building I found more 
agreeably ornamented than the outſide had 


promiſed.--The agreeable and the nſeful ap- 
peared to be equally blended in the finiſh- 


ing of it.-- Lofty rooms were here decorated 


with fretted work, or carved ciclings ;--ele- 
gant mouldings and friezes were adapted, 


and ſeveral excellent paintings were in the 


pannels.--The furniture was ſuitable.--The 


glaſſes, chairs and tables were elegantly 


made ; and caryed work in them too was 
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not forgotten. The window curtains were 
of crimſon damaſk, and there was a ſuite of 
cuſhions ready to be uſed occaſionally. 

As it was near the hour of taking their 
noontide refreſhment, the Superior of theſe 
Religious, whoſe politeneſs had not ſuffered 
him to aſk me any queſtions, expreſſed his 
ſatisfaction that I had not come on a day. 
when their rules preſcribed them to eat fiſh, 
nor at a time when they were unprovided.-- 
He ſaid he ſuppoſed I was a traveller, bound 
for Paris, as he found I converſed with him 
in the French language. He then added, 
that, 1f I pleaſed, he would trouble me with 
a letter or two of compliments and en- 


quiries to ſome of his friends in that 
capital, 


I anſwered that I had no objection; be- 
cauſe, indeed, I doubted not but we ſhould 
alight in that city. While the Superior was 
returning 


MW... 
returning me many thanks, for my willing- 


neſs to oblige him, a pair of large folding 
doors opened, and the perſon who had firſt 
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given me admittance, announced that dinner 
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was ready. 
The repaſt was ſerved in the elegance of 


taſte, and contained all that was in ſeaſon; 
and yet this hoſpitable and polite brother-- 
hood choſe to apologiſe for their incompe- 
tency to entertain one as they wiſhed. Here 
were fiſh, fleſh, and fowl; and, amongſt the 
reſt, ſome excellent veniſon. While we 
enjoyed this repaſt, the Superior, who did 
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the honours of the table, gave me a ſhort 1 
account of the inſtitution and cuſtoms of | 


this Religious Society. 

In former days (ſaid he) beſides the 
peaſants, whoſe homely habitations you will 
find ſcattered up and don theſe rocks, there 


dwelt ncar this ſpot, where we have the 
honour. 
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honour of entertaining you, ſeveral pious, 
ſelf-denying Hermits. I remember once, 
when I was on a journey in my early youth, 
to have viſited the laſt of them. He gave 
himſelf up to faſting and devotion, and 
after death his corpſe was buried near 
yonder ſpot in our garden, where we have 
reared a ruſtic monument to perpetuate his 
remembrance. 

« But ſome years after this I fixed my 
eyes and affections on a young woman, from 
whom I had every reaſon to expect the re- 
turn of a mutual love; for ſuch ſhe pretend- 
ed to acknowledge. Such was the return 
I met with for a ſincere paſſion. This diſ- 
appointment almoſt excited a diſguſt in me 
to an attempt at connecting myſelf with the 
ſex in the only rational way by which a 
man could enſure himſelf any happineſs 
with them. I thought I could diſclaim all 


ideas 
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ideas of again becoming the honourable 
ſuitor of any woman. I thought ſo; but 


I was deceived. I ſet out again to travel; 


and on my way, in Valadolid, I met with 
Almeria, a lady of beauty and accompliſh- 
ments, a young widow of about twenty- 
two years of age. I was prevailed on, by 
the emotions of my heart, to make my ad- 
dreſſes to her. I now thought, that what 


before I had imagined to be love, was but 


the ſhadow of that paſſion. It was, indeed, 


not to-be compared with that which I felt 


for Almeria. I reſolved to be united to her, 


as I ſoon found that ſhe favoured my ſuit, 


But juſt when I thought myſelf on the eve 
of my promiſed happineſs, chancing to re- 


fide at the houſe of a tradeſman who had 
two daughters, the eldeſt of them con- 
ceived a paſſion for me. When ſhe per- 
ceived I lighted it, though ſeconded by 
EY | 8 her 
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hi her father with ſome warmth, the whole 
family laid a plot to caſt aſperſions on my 
character, writing letters in a feigned hand, 
and taking other mean methods to perſuade 
the brother of my miſtreſs that I had re- 
tired from my native city, on account of 
ſome intrigues; the conſequence of one of 
which was, that a young perſon of good 
family was far advanced in her pregnancy. 
I was forbidden the houſe, I knew not why: 
I could not ſee my miſtreſs ; but, not long 
after, I heard that Almeria, preſſed by her 
brother, and filled with anger againſt me,. 
had retired into a monaſtery, where ſhe had 
taken the veil. And thus ended all my 
hopes. 

„ Impatient of ſuch miſadventures, F 
confeſs I plunged into illicit pleaſures ; in 
conſequence of which I fell into many em- 


barraſſments, and having once, by mere 
Providence, 


Le 
Providence, eſcaped aſſaſſination by the 
hands of ruffians, in the courſe of an un- 
lawful purſuit, I made a ſort of vow to re-- 
- tire from the world.. Having returned” to- 
the place of my birth, and furniſhed my- 
ſelf with money and other requiſites, I 
commenced a third tour, reſolving to fulfil: 


my defign, when I came to ſome eligible 


ſpot. Directing my courſe hitherward, I 


was ſurpriſed to ſee a regular Houſe of Re- 


ligious forming here. On enquiry, I found 


the fraternity conſiſted chiefly. of perſons: 
in fituations ſomewhat ſimilar to my 


own; all young people, of good deſcent, 


(Frenchmen and Spaniards). The plan of 


eſtabliſhment was moſt liberal, and after two 
years reſidence I was elected their Superior. 


Except a profeſſion not to marry, and to 
ſhare all things in common, we have no 


bonds to reſtrain us. We have indeed cer- 
tain 


— — — +4 Goo or tare is ee . - 


by + 0 
* 


nr 
_— 
* 2 -'s 


3 
N 


— 


n 


OAT I 


ꝓ— CC 


— 2 — r 


* 2 0 2 


— | 


L 208 ] 
tain hours of devotion, at which, without 
ſome reaſon aſſigned, it is deemed indecent 
not to attend; but yet there is no com- 
pulſion. We have a library, in which we 
generally ſpend an hour or two in the day. 
Beſides theſe periods, and thoſe allotted for 
our meals, the reſt of the day each ſpends 
as he pleaſes; though we generally find ſo 
much pleaſure in affociating with each 
other, that we are ſeldom ſeparated in our 
purſuits.---When travellers paſs over theſe 
rugged mountains, we make a point of en- 
tertaining them with the beſt that our 
Houſe affords. From this cuſtom we like- 
wiſe often receive ſuch pleaſure and inftruc- 
tion, as overpay us for the pains we take 
in accommodating them.” 

Here the Superior ended his recital ; and 
dinner being over, he ſhewed me the ſeveral 
apartments 1n the building. Theſe conſiſted, 

| beſides 
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beſides the hall and the refectory in which 


we had dined, of a ſet of ſmall chambers, 
about ſix in number more than there were 
members of the brotherhood; a library, a 
cook- room, and a ſort of ſaloon, common 
to the whole ſociety. A ſhort paſſage from 
this ſaloon led to a chapel, elegantly orna- 
mented, though without the flagrant marks 
of ſyperſtition uſually to be met with in 
Catholic countries» In effe&, the edifice 
was as convenient as the inſtitution ſeemed, 
of all others of the kind, to be the moſt ra- 
tional. | 
Having ſignified that I was neceſſitated to 
depart, the young Religious, who had intro- 
duced me, attended me to the gate, and I 
took my leave, full of reflections on the 


variety of means which mortals propoſe to 


themſelves as aids in the purſuit of felicity. 
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HAP. XII. 
The Aerial Travellers direct their Courſe i0- 
wards France. Arrive in that Kingdom. 


Gallic Characters. They croſs the Channel 
to Dover.. | 


 EAVING this Convent of Friendly 
Brothers, I repaired to. the cavity be- 
tween the rocks, where we had concealed 
our Balloon, and joining Amiel, we again 
aſcended into the Atmoſphere. Paſſing the 
range of mountains, he directed the Ma- 
chine towards France, whoſe extenſive pro- 
vinces I ſurveyed, as at one view, from my 
lofty fituation, and could eafily perceive 
that ſeveral of them, ſcarcely yielded in fer- 
tility to any in the European world. This I 


obſerved to my companion. The remark 
18 Juſt, ſaid he; yet in many of theſe, 
1 


. 2 
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* though the French cannot properly be 


termed an indolent people, cultivation 1s 


_ evidently much neglected. A ſpirit of li- 


berty is favourable to agriculture as well as 
to trade, But we will haſten to Paris, where 
the face of univerſal gaicty is ſuch as, cauſes 
the city to appear the ſeat of ſplendour and 
of happineſs.” | 

He faid ; and preſently we » found ourſelves 
ſuſpended. in the vicinity of that famous 
capital, whoſe lofty ſpires glittered glorious 
in the rays of the ſun, ſcarcely yet declining 
from the height of Heaven. Amiel having 
choſen a proper place to alight, we cutered 
the ſuburb of Paris, he as a Frenchman, and: 
Jas an Engliſh traveller. 

In our ideas of the French, it is not neceſ⸗ 
fary to follow exactly the ſentimental Sterne, 
or the ſatirical Smollet. To the candid: 
obſerver, our Gallic neighbours will appear 

at- 
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at once a lively and a thoughtleſs nation; 
ſpirited, though ſuperficial in their Philo- 
ſophy, careleſs and frivoldus in their Man- 
ners; in their Poetry dull, but ſentimental; 
in their converſation trifling, but entertain- 
ing : They are not deep, but ſudden in 
their reſentments. In their diſpoſition they 
are not ill-natured, but often moſt provok- 
ingly indifferent. 


Fhe day of our arrival was one dedicated 


to mirth. It was a holiday; and the gar- 


dens of St. Cloud were open. Thither mul- 
titudes of both ſexes crowded to a Prome- 
nade, in which they joſtled one another with- 
in, whilſt carriages claſhed with carriages 
without, and the whole had the appearance 
of a fair, at which all ranks of people were 
met, and with little ceremony mingled to- 
gether. Forgetful of ſore political griev- 
ances, lately complained of, and indeed of 


every 
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every other, not a frown was to be ſeen on 
the brow of any.---Every countenance wore 


the marks of gaiety and unaffected pleaſure.. 
* This (ſaid Amiel) is a true epitome of 


the nation. Beſides thoſe public concerns 
which ſo frequently, as it were, haunt the 


deep-revolving Engliſhmen, how many 
here alſo feel private diſtreſſes, and have left 
a load of miferies at home. Yonder jolly 


Frenchman, who keeps a large ſhop in the 


city, well knows that to-morrow he muſt 


loſe his credit, by ſtopping payment, and 
muſt involve his beſt friends in his ruin. 
He who ſtands next him is to meet a gen- 
tleman in a duel to-morrow. Thoughtleſs 


man ! he will fall in the combat.--That gay 


ſpark in the flaming ſuit of embroidery, 
was lately difinherited by his father. Do 
you obſerve how that tall man in ſcarlet 


firuts ? He is a caſhiered officer, and is every 
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day liable to be taken up for having em- 
bezzled the money of government, whilſt 
in his former ſituation. Yonder you ſee 
two French Patriots, who are at preſent 
under the ſevere cenſure of the miniſtry, on 
ſuſpicion of being concerned in ſome late 
offenſive publications. They have dared to 
ſupport the character of a naval officer, who, 
though deſerted by the ſuperior arms and 
genius of his opponent, deſerved to be 
honoured for his valour. There trips along 


a young woman, whoſe heart ſeems as light 


as a feather, though ſhe is deſtined to ſpend 


the remainder of her days in a cloiſter, in 
order to ſupport her brothers in ſplendour. 
But, above all, would you think that lady, 
who laughs ſo immoderately, had but one 
week fince committed to the grave the 


remains of an only child, on whoſe life ſhe 
'- ol 


E 


has often been heard to declare her oww 
moſt inevitably depended. 

But, in order. to produce a fairer ſide of 
the picture, we may view in this groupe 
many who have drowned in the ſame con- 
ſtitutional Lethe all thoughts of vowed re- 
venge; all ſenſe of injuries, as well as of 
misfortunes. 

We now proceeded to the city, when we 
preſently found ourſelves involved in noiſe, 
buſtle and 1 impertinence 5 the natural fea» 
tures ſtill every where apparent. 

As we paſſed by the door of a tradeſman's 
houſe, we perceived a very great diſ- 


turbance, and ſoon ſaw the Lieutenant of 
the Police, at the head of a party, approach 
and take into cuſtody a young man, whoſe 
ſpeech and appearance declared him to be 
a native of England. It appeared this 
youth had taken up his lodgings at the 

- tradeſman's 


11 
tradeſman's houſe, whoſe wife, according to 
the character of a Frenchwoman, exhibited 
ſuch levities as in Britain or America would 
be termed indecency. Obſerving this, he 
took ſeveral liberties with her, which ſhe ' 
readily allowed, partly becauſe the perſon. 
flattered her vanity, and partly becauſe to 
her they ſeemed matters of indifference, 
Thus encouraged, as he thought, the Eng- 
liſhman took an opportunity, in the abſence 
of her huſband, to ſolicit the laſt favour. 
She was ſurpriſed he ſhould preſume ſo far, 
and he no leſs aftoniſhed that ſhe ſhould not 
yield immediately. The lady at laſt found 
herſelf ſo hard preſſed, that ſhe did not ſee 
any other reſource left, but that of alarming 
the houſe, in order to call her ſervants to her 
aſſiſtance. At this juncture the huſband 
returned, which heightened the confuſion. 


| Though jealouſy is by no means the charac- 
teriſtic 


1 


teriſtic of a Frenchman; yet finding that his 
wife complained of the affront, he thought 
his honour concerned to vindicate what he 
deemed rather her cauſe than his own. 
ſharp and angry remonſtrance, meeting with 
a ſevere reply, the offended party drew his 
ſword, and a combat enſued, in which ſome 
wounds were given, when one of the ſer-, 
vants of the houſe ſuddenly ruthing in, the 
Engliſhman was overpowered and diſarmed. 
The Lieutenant of the Police was then ſent 
for, and the ſtranger taken into cuſtody, 
Things might have gone hard againſt him, 
but for one circumſtance. The French are 
inclined to make allowance for ſtrangers who 
are not acquainted with the Police, or the 
manners of their country. The perſon ac- 
cuſed ſtanding in this predicament, his 
accuſer was reprimanded for his haſty and 


imprudent behaviour ; and the youth was 


diſch arged, 
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diſcharged, after having been told how much 
he was miſtaken in thoſe concluſions on 
which he had truly reſted his defence. — 
He was not, however, ſet at liberty until he 
had heard an culogium paſſed on the lenity of 
the Gallic Laws, and the ſuperior virtue of 
the French women. 


Having taken a peep into the churches, 


the theatre, and other public places, Amiel 


left me, as uſual, to my retirement at night, 
I ſupped at the Hotel d'Angleterre, took a 
ſound repoſe, and waking about the hour 
appointed, in the morning, repaired to the 


ſpot where I knew our Machine was.placed. 


There I found Amiel in readineſs; and 


rifing into the atmoſphere, we purſued our 
way to the ſea- coaſt. Alighting at Calais, 
in our former characters, we found a motley 
ſet of beings, natives of various nations, 
among whom were numbers of - Engliſh ; 
| but 
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but the Iriſh and Scotch were yet more con- 
ſpicuous. We were entertained pretty well 
at the Golden Lion, where we found ſeveral 
young perſons lately arrived from the op- 
poſite ſhore, with a view of making the 
Tour of France, in order to bring home 
Gallic manners, in exchange for Britiſh 
money. Amiel alſo pointed out to me 
ſome, who had fled from a country where 
the offended laws would otherwiſe have 
purſued, and conſigned them to deſeryed 
puniſhment. More of theſe we ſaw, as we 
traverſed the town - as well as ſome good- 
natured wives and daughters, who had 
eloped from their fathers and huſbands, to 
oblige their gallants, or, more properly 
ſpeaking, to gratify their own defires. 
Having ſpent the forenoon here, we re. 
paired again to our Balloon ; then taking 
leave of France, we mounted into the air, 


and 
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and were preſently ſuſpended over the 
narrow ſeas, in our aerial vehicle. Here 
I beheld ſhips of various nations crouding 
to the ports of Britain, and a ſight then 
new to Engliſhmen, the Thirteen Stripes 
of America diſplayed in the Channel. 

A quick but inſenſible motion wafted us 
over the Ocean, whoſe angry ſurges roared 
and laſhed the ſhores beneath. The white 
cliffs of Albion came full in vicw, and, 
after a ſhort and pleaſant paſſage, we arrived 
at Dover. | 


END OF VOL. I. 


